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1. Introduction 
1.1. Battle Town Council (BTC) has applied, through the East Sussex Highways (ESH) Community 

Highways programme, for a feasibility study to be carried out on a proposal to provide a new 
section of footway along the southern side of Marley Lane between Harrier Lane and Battle 
Great Wood. The scheme has been requested as there is currently no footway available and 
pedestrians wanting to walk between two popular footpaths have to walk along the side of 
the road. The distance between Harrier Lane and the ‘1066 Country Walk’ footpath entering 
the wood measures approximately 130m. 

1.2. The purpose of this report is to review the available data and look at options that may be 
available. This review will then seek to provide an indication of potential costs to implement 
any measure that is feasible as well as risks to the delivery of a future scheme.  This will help 
BTC decide whether or not to make a formal application for Community Match funding at a 
later date. 

2. Objective of Scheme 
2.1. The objective of the scheme is to provide a safe pedestrian route along the southern side of 

Marley Lane between Harrier Lane and Battle Great Wood some 130m further east. 

3. Existing Situation 
General 

3.1. A site visit was undertaken to collect data on the existing layout and conditions. 

3.2. Marley Lane is a single carriageway linking with the A2100 at its western end and the A21 at 
its eastern end.   

3.3. The section of road within the study area sits on the outskirts of Battle with limited 
development along the southern side and residential development along the northern side. 
The overall ‘feel’ of the road is predominantly rural in nature. The width of the carriageway 
over the section being considered for a footway measures approximately 5.5m. 

3.4. No kerbing is laid to define the edges of the carriageway which merges with the adjacent 
verges. 

3.5. Limited drainage is provided along one or other side of the road. 

3.6. The Highway Boundary sits at the rear of the verges. 



3.7. Overhead statutory undertakers apparatus is located throughout the site with 2 No. overhead 
poles provided in the southern verge. These poles are set back approximately 2.36m and 
1.45m from the edge of the carriageway. 

3.8. The road is unlit. 

3.9. BT apparatus is present in the verge as evidenced by a large Telecoms chamber in the ground 
close to the existing speed limit terminal signs.  

3.10. Figure 1 shows the section of road included in the current study.  

 

 
Figure 1 – Site Extents  

 

4. Speed Data 
4.1. A 30ph speed limit is in place extending from Harrier Lane eastwards for a distance of 

approximately 30m after which the national speed limit applies.  

4.2. Speed data is available for this location from a survey undertaken in June 2018 close to the 
Harriers Lane junction. From the survey the average speeds eastbound were recorded as being 
36mph and westbound as 33mph. 

4.3. Whilst not providing the latest conditions the data does provide a useful indication of vehicle 
speeds.  
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5. Crash Data 
5.1 Information obtained from the Sussex Safer Roads Partnership website shows that there 

have been no injury crashes recorded for the 5 year period up to July 2022.   

 

6. Feasibility Analysis 
6.1 Where a footway is to be considered this would normally be a minimum of 2.0m in width, with 

1.8m being considered appropriate where space is limited. In rural areas it might be 
considered acceptable to provide a narrower footway but this would only be appropriate 
where pedestrian numbers are low and space is severely restricted.  

6.2 Between Harriers Lane and the ‘1066 Country Walk’ footpath pedestrians have worn a narrow 
strip along the edge of the verge. Behind this worn strip the land falls away to a fence that is 
believed to be the Highway Boundary, in front of which is a near continuous line of trees / 
shrubs. This line of trees is set back between 2m and 3m from the edge of the road 

6.3 From the site observations and measurements it is established that there would be sufficient 
verge width available to provide a footway between Harriers Lane and the ‘1066 Country 
Walk’ footpath. The width of the footway has yet to be determined but it is likely that this 
could be a minimum 1.5m wide throughout, although localised narrowing would be necessary 
at one overhead pole. 

6.4 To define the edge of the road it would be necessary to install traditional kerbing along the 
length of the footway, firstly to guide vehicles away from the footway and protect pedestrians 
and secondly to help prevent errant parking / over-run. It is likely that this would require the 
introduction of additional drainage but this would be ascertained during the next design stage.  

6.5 There is one short section at the western end of the site, close to Harriers Lane, where the 
removal of an existing mature tree would be necessary in order to provide a link to the new 
section of footway. This can be seen in Image 4 below. 

6.6 The conclusion from this feasibility analysis is that there is scope to convert the existing verge 
to footway between Harriers Lane and the ‘1066 Country Walk’ footpath 130m further east.  

6.7 Please note that the removal of existing trees and shrubs etc would have to be reviewed as a 
part of an environmental impact assessment to ensure that there would be no adverse 
impacts on the environment.  

6.8 The following images were taken during the site visit: - 

 



 
Image 1 – looking eastwards from a point close to Harriers Lane 

 
Image 2 – looking eastwards from a point close to the entrance to Blackfriars Oast. Scope to 

provide a footway between the road and the line of trees. 
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Image 3 – looking eastwards towards the public footpath. Localised narrowing required at 

overhead pole. 



 
Image 4 – existing tree close to Harriers Lane that would require removal. 

 

7. Healthy Streets Assessment 
 

7.1. In the application for a feasibility study the parish council requested that the site be 
assessed against the requirements for ‘Healthy Streets’. 

7.2. This is a qualitative assessment to assess how ‘healthy’ a street is against a series of 
indicators. From the Healthy Streets Qualitative Assessment guide, a Healthy Street is 
defined as “one in which all people feel welcome, relaxed and safe, where people can 
choose to walk and cycle and spend time.”  

7.3. At this stage of the process a Healthy Streets assessment has not been undertaken as this is 
quite a significant element of assessment work that falls outside of the scope of the 
Community Match initiative and would not be covered by the £500 fee. ESH could, 
however, provide a quotation to undertake a Healthy Streets assessment under a separate 
commission. 
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8. Design and Supervision Cost 
Construction Cost 

8.1. An outline estimate of the cost of introducing a new footway along the southern side of Marley 
Lane has been prepared based on the measures identified above.  This estimate includes the 
following:- 

 

 Conversion of the existing verge to footway, including the installation of precast 
concrete kerbing along the road edge and edging along the rear of the footway.  

 Potential drainage works. 

 Pruning existing trees / shrubs and removal of one tree.  

 Traffic signing and road markings.  

 

Note:- it has been assumed for the purpose of preparing the budget costs that a traditional 
flexible footway (black top) would be provided.  

 

8.2. Implementation of a scheme of this nature on this road will require traffic management, given 
that the existing carriageway widths may prevent construction activities taking place whilst 
safely providing a route for traffic to pass. It is also likely that the contractor would be 
restricted to using traffic management to off-peak hours. This would increase the cost of the 
works as they would take longer to construct. An allowance has been made in the estimate to 
cover the cost of this restriction.  

8.3. The estimated cost of delivering a footway along the southern side of Marley Lane would be 
in the region of £80,000 excluding design and supervision costs.  The cost of any alterations to 
Statutory Undertakers apparatus would be additional to this. 

 

Design and Supervision Cost 

8.4. The construction cost provided above is exclusive of design and supervision costs. These costs 
cover the development of the design from concept through to implementation of a scheme 
and post construction. Typical activities will include (where appropriate): 

i. Procurement of topographical survey; 

ii. Stakeholder consultation during design development; 

iii. Preparation of preliminary design; 

iv. Undertake Environmental Review/Assessment; 

v. Undertake Stage 1 road safety audit; 

vi. Provide support to Parish during consultation process (assumed to be led by RPC) 

vii. Preparation of detailed design;  

viii. Undertake stage 2 road safety audit; 

ix. Preparation of contract documents (drawings and specification) 

x. Preparation of health and safety package to support construction phase; 

xi. Site supervision during construction phase; 



xii. Undertake stage 3 road safety audit; following completion of works; 

xiii. Update health and safety documents and asset register post construction. 

8.5. It is envisaged that the typical cost for design and supervision will be in the region of £15,000. 
This includes an allowance for County Council time to undertake the Road Safety 
Audits/Reviews. It has been assumed that no objections to the scheme will be made and no 
significant alterations to the design would be necessary given that the community would be 
supportive of the scheme. Previous experience has shown that schemes where the 
communities have not been supportive of the proposals result in longer design processes as 
further consultation and re-iteration of the designs are required. 

8.6. Should the Parish wish to progress with a scheme an itemised design and supervision cost will 
be provided which will include both preliminary and detailed design work together with any 
associated costs e.g. topographical survey, investigative cores and, potentially, legal costs.  

8.7. Note:- ESCC’s contribution towards the cost of any measures is capped at £50,000 and is 
dependent on the potential for any scheme meeting the objectives of ESCC Local Transport 
Plan. If the Community Match application is successful, the community will need to provide 
half the costs of the design and construction work. 

 
Risks to delivering scheme 

8.8. The following table summarises the risks identified in delivering this package of measures. 

Table12: Risks to delivery  

Risks Mitigation Measures 
Capital Cost to implement scheme 
considered too high for County Council to 
part fund  

Early engagement with County Council 
Offices through Community Match 
Application process 

Scheme not supported by the community 
leading to increased design time and cost 
to address objections to the project.   

Parish to conduct earlier stakeholder 
engagement before application stage to 
ensure there is support to the project.  

Scheme not supported by Statutory 
bodies and stakeholder groups, including 
ESCC Road Safety leading to abortive 
design costs or protracted design phase 
to re-develop options or address 
objections to the project. 

Early engagement with stakeholder groups 
is required to establish if the principals of 
the scheme are acceptable, preferably 
before application stage. 

 

Loss of trees / shrubs not supported by the 
community. 

Parish to conduct early engagement with 
the residents etc. 
 

Insufficient details of the site, such as 
underground apparatus and base mapping 
data to sufficiently develop a design to 
give confidence in scheme costs 

To be reviewed at each stage of the scheme. 
Topographical survey to be arranged as a 
part of the design stage. 
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9. Conclusions and Recommendations 
9.1. BTC would like to construct a new length of footway along the southern side of Marley Lane 

between Harriers Lane and a footpath along the ‘1066 Country Walk’ to provide a safer route 
for pedestrians travelling between these two locations. The length of this footway measures 
approximately 130m. 

9.2. Based on data collected on site this desktop study has looked at the feasibility of providing 
this footway and concluded that there is scope to provide this facility.  

9.3. The removal of one tree is required to ensure a continuous route at the Harriers Lane end of 
the footway.   

9.4. It is unlikely that there would be any local objection to the scheme (support being voiced by a 
resident whilst undertaking the site visit).  It is recommended in the first instance, however, 
that the parish undertake further consultation with the community to gauge the level of 
support to the scheme.  

9.5. If the community fully supports the measures it is recommended that the parish make a formal 
application under the Community Match initiative for match funding.  


