
To: The Chief Executive        

 Malcom Johnston       Netherfield Road 

 Rother District Council       Netherfield 

           

Re: Ivyland Farm, Netherfield Road, TN33 9QB    25.01.2023 

 

Dear Sir, 

We live in the beautiful peaceful village of Netherfield in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  In 

the past 2 years the villagers have been subjected to many weekend festivals and other events held 

at Ivyland Farm.  These have become a nightmare for many of the residents of Netherfield due to 

the unbearable amplified music, until past 04.00am, powerful spotlights shining into the village, and 

an enormous increase in litter along the verges and the hedgerows. 

 

Ivyland farm is owned by Richard Royden, who lives elsewhere, not in the village.  He has rented the 

farm to an organisation called “HOPE Sussex” but are now calling themselves “HOPE SUSSEX 

Community Hub” (see websites), who run a school on the premises for people who wish their 

children to be “home- schooled”.  They are not residents of Netherfield. 

They organised many fundraising events and music festivals in 2022.  In 2021 they were using one of 

the fields as a campsite and held some low- key events in the field. 

In 2022 several weekend events were held: 

Up Rise and Shine  20 -22 May 2022 

Freedom Music Festival  29, 30, 31 July 2022 

Spirit Festival   11, 12, 13, 14 August 2022 

Health and Wellbeing Festival 2, 3 September 2022 

In addition, they held an amplified auction which could be clearly heard around the village.  Many 

disgusting words and foul language were clearly audible and, presumably, as this is a place of 

education, children would have been present. 

The unbearable noise from these events at the weekends continued until past 04.00am, despite 

requests to turn off the amplifiers and play the music acoustically.  Sheep and horses have been 

disturbed and on one occasion the horses jumped their hedges and bolted down the lane putting 

themselves and other road users at risk. 

The large articulated lorries bringing equipment into Ivyland Farm for these events damaged many 

trees along Netherfield Road and Netherfield Hill, country lanes which are not suitable for such 

transport. 

They were also using fields usually used for livestock as two campsites and large car park.      

I understand that events like these should be covered by a submitted, and approved, Temporary 

Event Notice (TEN).  Following a Freedom Of Information (FOI) request it transpired that no TEN’s 



were submitted for the August and September 2022 weekend festivals, and it was discovered that 

there was a breach of their TEN at the July festival. 

 As No TEN’s were submitted or approved does this make the August and September weekend 

events illegal? 

According to the Government website, if an event is held without a TEN, the owner of the premises 

can be fined or receive a six-month prison sentence or both.  Should the owner be prosecuted for 

allowing these festivals to be held on his premises without a TEN? 

Is planning permission required for the change of use from agricultural land to using the land for a 

music festival venue and bandstand? 

Is planning permission required for the change of use from agricultural land to allow the land to be 

used for two campsites and a large carpark? 

Are there regulations for the disposal of waste and HEALTH and SAFETY regulations that may apply 

in these situations?  

Who monitors all of these events? 

“HOPE SUSSEX”, on their website, talk about expanding the site, at Ivyland Farm, and building a 

Sports Hall, Theatre, a Playground, Café and a Home Economics building.  Is permission needed for 

these plans as, again, this is not agricultural usage? 

 

HOPE SUSSEX and their associates; “MAD MIX CONSPIRACIES” (see websites, Telegram and 

Eventbrite) are planning to hold a series of fundraising events and festivals again throughout 2023. 

The first event is on Friday 27.01.2023 starting at 7.00pm called “The Screaming Cat Karaoke Club” 

costing £4.00 for members and £6.00 for non-members.  This event is to be held monthly. 

On Sunday 29.01.2023 there is an event called “CAN’T PAY WE’LL SEND THEM AWAY” starting at 

2.00pm, which is apparently to teach people how to avoid paying their bills/ council tax/ business 

rates. £5.00 members, £6.00 non-members. 

On Sunday 05.02.2023 starting at 4.00pm an event is planned called “ADDICTION ISN’T A DIRTY 

WORD” 

On Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th February a weekend event called “UP RISE AND SHINE 

CONFERENCE” is to be held. £50 for the weekend or £30 for one day. 

On Saturday 25.02.2023 and event called “INSPECK A VEG” is to held from 10.00am – 4.00pm 

followed by “D.J. CHEETAH” a music event starting at 6.00pm. £8.00 members £10.00 non-members 

On Saturday 25th March 2023 a “MUSIC NIGHT” is to be held starting at 6.00pm £8.00 members 

£10.00 non-members. 

On Sunday 2nd April 2023 and event called “THE GREAT BIG MORTGAGE CAPER” is starting at 

4.00pm. £8.00 members, £10 non-members. 

If several events a month are being planned for 2023 when does a TEMPORARY Events Notice 

become obsolete and they need a PERMANENT events Licence? 



Another factor is the risk of accidents as there will be a substantial increase in traffic entering and 

exiting the Battle Road at the entrance to Ivyland Farm with the large events.  This straight stretch of 

road is notorious for being very fast, 60mph limit, and is compromised by a sharp bend, which 

affects visibility.  Additionally, if it is wet and the fields are muddy it will increase the risk of a skid 

hazard when the mud is transferred onto the road.  

Can a TEN be refused, if they are applied for, if the events are unregulated and cause serious 

disturbance i.e., extremely invasive/ loud music until past 4.00am which can be heard over a mile 

away, light pollution, damage to the environment and continuing all through the night for 3-4 days? 

Can a TENs be refused if they have been in breach of the terms of a previous TEN? 

How do residents of Netherfield inform Rother District Council, at the weekends and evenings, when 

the offices close at 4.00pm on Friday and reopen at 10.00am on Monday, according to the 

answerphone? 

This situation is intolerable and causing many villagers to feel mentally unwell and angry about the 

intrusion into their lives.   

In addition, the anarchy at Ivyland Farm is going to affect the resale value of many houses in 

Netherfield.  Some villagers are talking about moving away from Netherfield due to this situation. 

I should be grateful if you would investigate these complaints and reply to the questions enclosed in 

the letter. 

I look forward to hearing from you shortly. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

William Herbert 

C.C.  Huw Merriman MP 

Kathryn Field RDC 

 Kathy Harmer RDC 

 Vikki Cook RDC 

 Hazel Sharman Battle Town Council 

 

   

 


