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Dear Councillor Howell
 
Enquiry Ref: 13189973 

Thank you for copying me into an email from Mr Marks dated 3 January 2023 to the 
Battle Town Council Walking & Cycling Group. I apologise for the delay in 
responding.

I note that Mr Marks has highlighted the Active Travel England (ATE) Capability 
Fund of £32.9m which was recently publicised. From this funding, local authorities 
were able to bid for an allocated amount of revenue funding by December 2022, in 
relation to a prescribed list of activities which would be considered for funding as Mr 
Marks outlines in his email to the Town Council. For East Sussex the amount of 
funding we were able to bid for was up to £180,443.

With a short timescale in which to develop the bid, our submission included seeking 
revenue funding to:-
* review the East Sussex Local Cycling & Walking Investment Plan (LCWIP) 
prioritised list of schemes (using current ATE active travel tools);
* develop scheme designs for three school street projects (which were included in a 
School Streets trial in 2021 and were prioritised for further development);
* develop two projects included in the East Sussex LCWIP, located in Peacehaven 
and Eastbourne which could potentially align with Department for Transport 
guidance, namely LTN/120 (this being a requirement of the fund);
* co-design engagement and consultation activities to support the scheme designs; 
and
* provide training for staff on new active travel scheme design.

We have recently been notified by ATE that our bid has been successful. Therefore, 
the projects above will commence shortly.

Regarding the 'Saxonwood Road to Battle Abbey shared-use path' project, I am 



afraid that due to this being a shared path it could not be considered for this 
funding application as it would not have met the criteria stipulated by ATE.

However, I can reassure you that my officers are aware of this scheme. I note from 
previous correspondence with the town council in November 2022, that you were 
advised that a record of this scheme and actions being taken by the town council to 
progress this were noted. We also agreed that Rother District Community 
Infrastructure Levy funding would be an appropriate fund to apply to and that there 
may be future opportunities for funding following the review of our Local Transport 
Plan. Please send any future updates on the scheme to my officers at 
cyclingandwalking@eastsussex.gov.uk.

I trust this answers your query and thank you for your interest in this matter.

Yours sincerely
 

Councillor Claire Dowling
Lead Member for Transport and Environment

cc Mr Bev Marks


