
Report of the Planning and Transport Committee 

 

As the name suggests, the Planning and Transport Committee is responsible for considering Battle 

applications submitted through Rother District Council, and keeps a watching brief on transport and 

allied matters. 

Among complementary matters, this involves responsibility for bus shelters (see the replacement at 

Battle Gates), and investigating a new Pedestrian Crossing on Battle Hill – consultation has taken 

place with East Sussex Highways on this. 

Thanks to the adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan, the Town Council now has more say in planning 

application decisions. And developers now have  additional legal parameters to guide them. 

To enable the Planning Committee to consider all  aspects of the Neighbourhood Plan in making our 

decisions, we use a “pro forma”, which is basically a “tick box”. 

This is a very useful tool, particularly when looking designs of either new dwellings, or extensions 

and alterations. 

Despite this, it is disappointing when RDC comes to a different decision, as we naturally feel that we 

know the area, and why we took a particular decision. 

Footpaths are another responsibility and during the year, repairs have been carried out on paths 41, 

82 and 87. And gates have been replaced, thanks to funding provided by the Ramblers Association, 

for which we thank our previous Footpaths advisor, Bev Marks. Consideration has been to provide 

an extension to 67B from Harrier Lane to Marley Lane. There is also ongoing consultation for “Steps 

to Ramp” between Mountjoy and Bowman’s Drive: watch this space. In addition, there has been a 

feasibility study on the provision of a new footway at Netherfield along the northern edge of 

Netherfield Road between the local shop and the village hall. 

The Cycling and Walking Group, which falls under the umbrella of this committee, intend to seek 

Pre-App advice on a shared route between Park Lane and Saxonwood Road. This will form part of 

the Battle Schools  Greenway from Claverham Community College to the town station. 

There is concern about the possible closure of the booking office at the station, and this is being 

closely monitored in view of the importance of rail travel to our historic town. We also continue to 

press South Eastern Rail Access for All to provide a lift. On a positive note, Battle Town Council has 

been offered a very favourable lease on the newly refurbished Stationmaster’s House. This could be 

used for community groups, meetings, display of the Town Model etc. 

The committee is represented at meetings of the Hastings and Rother Transport Action Group, and 

the East Sussex Local Transport Plan.  

There is some concern about the speed of cars in the area, so at the November meeting we 

welcomed a presentation by the “Twenty is Plenty” Group. This gives food for thought especially in 

view of the hope that the A2100 can be de-classified as a trunk road when the completion of the 

A21/Queensway link is finalised. 

Finally, we are awaiting the loan of the “Black Cat” speeding device, which will give some 

ammunition towards possible speed reduction. 


