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For three years now work in the garden has been limited to 'making good'. This has 

been due to limited access through the pandemic, coupled with the Almonry 

restoration project. 

 

Beautiful Battle has now embarked on a programme of improvement in the hope that 

it can be returned to the beautiful garden it should be, and of competition worthiness. 

I have undertaken to lead this project. 

 

The initial task is to remove invasive species, prune shrubs, and check on the trees 

within the garden. 

 

Trees. 

We are grateful to the council for cutting down the Arbutus (Strawberry Tree), after 

one branch broke in the gales. Removal has now exposed the beautiful winter 

flowering cherry. The walnut tree may need to be reduced or removed, but as it is late 

to come into leaf it can be left a while yet. There is also a ginkgo tree in this border. 

The judas tree continues to spread and grow, and requires annual maintenance. 

 

Shrubs 

Fuschia, wisteria, viburnam, hypericum will all be pruned at the appropriate time. 

Evergreen shrub with a white flower (maybe osmanthus) will be removed from front 

of  the far border, as will a dead ceonothus, and the mallow on the wall. Ivy too will 

be removed.  (A shrub has been growing out of this wall and  needs to be monitered) 

 

Thugs!! 

Soapwort, Japanese Anemones, golden rod, acanthus,bindweed, and ground elder 

have all run riot in the last few years and should be eradicated or at the very least, 

reduced. Excess (spanish) bluebells will also be taken out after flowering. 

 

Plans 

A planting plan is being put together for the three main borders. The High Street 

border already supports a number of shrubs, which will be enhanced with 

complimentary planting of low growing perennials/shrubs, as will the bed under the 

Judas Tree.  It is planned to use surplus stones from the front courtyard removal to 

create a rockery under the tree.  Of some uncertainty is the metal mortar which is of 

significant importance relating to gunpowder manufacture.  It was sited here 

temporarily during building work.  What are BTC plans?  We can level it and leave 

it...and plant a waterlily, but that maybe considered a hazard so we should know of 

your intention! 

 

 



The two beds bordering on Market Square will be  planted (mostly) with perennials. 

There are three obelisks on which we shall continue to grow climbing roses/clematis. 

The colours will be complimentary reflecting a cottage garden planting scheme.  

Many key plants will remain, and the aim is for succession planting from springtime 

bulbs, through to autumn colours, and an introduction of grasses to take the structure 

through into winter. 

 

We are mindful that we should be considering drought tolerant plants (difficult to 

imagine at the moment).  The nature of the garden is that it is protected by walls, and 

will be hot in the summer.  The soil is light so plants requiring too much moisture 

should be avoided 

 

Spot planting with annuals that work within the colour scheme will be introduced. 

 

We would recommend that memorial planting should not be considered. 

 

A visual planting plan of the front garden is currently being prepared. 

 

We have not as yet put a cost figure on this, but considering that we would wish to 

purchase just plants, and maybe compost, it should not be excessive.  A budget might 

be helpful. 

 

We aim to Go for Gold!! 

 

 

Margaret Emeleus 

for Beautiful Battle 

January 2023 


