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MINUTES of the EXTERNAL RELATIONS AND TOWN DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  
held on TUESDAY, 1st NOVEMBER 2022 at 7.30pm  

in The Almonry, High Street, Battle, TN33 0EA 
 

Present: Cllrs H Sharman (Chairman), A Barton, S Burton, V Cook, J Gyngell, M Kiloh, G Favell, P 
Stripp. 
In attendance: One member of the public, C Harris (Town Clerk). 

 
Public Question Time  

A member of the public raised concerns at a proposal application at Normanhurst that would 
involve felling of ancient woodland and a large number of additional vehicles in a village location.   
The Clerk confirmed that this would be brought to the attention of the Planning & Transport 
Committee. 
 
Cllr Stripp was welcomed to his first meeting. 
 
1. Apologies for absence – None. 
 
2. Disclosure of interest – None.  
 
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 6th September 2022 were agreed and duly signed by Cllr H 
Sharman. 
 
4. Clerk’s report 

• The proposal to instal faster internet and VOIP is still ongoing.  Advice from the contractor 
that the previous Deputy Town Clerk had sourced and our existing provider is awaited. 

• There had still been no response from the Costa building owner and the MP has agreed to 
try to contact again.  The clock provider/repairer had advised that, whilst the clock can be 
removed leaving little evidence, there is a need to access the building to isolate the 
electrics.     

• Work to identify suitable footpath walk information for the 1066 boards is ongoing.   

• The Strengthening Local Relationships group had been informed of the poor car park 
signage at Market Road and the poor pathway by Senlac Vets.  Both had been referred it 
back to Rother District Council(RDC).  The poor cycle parking signage was also highlighted. 

• New Christmas lights for the main Abbey Green tree and the stress test have been 
contracted.  The costs will be taken from the Ear Marked Reserve (425). 

• The President of the Chamber of Commerce has been asked to highlight to businesses that 
working door bells are helpful for accessibility. 

• Wisdens had apologised that they have not returned the engraved trophy or confirmed cost 
of replacement Thorpe trophy.  The former will be collected this week and it is hoped the 
latter will also be provided at that time. 

• RDC had confirmed that the barrow operative remains in post but had also been covering 
other tasks over the summer period.  The operative should be back in Battle now and 
carrying out litter picking in the town centre as well as some weeding. 

• With costs in mind, an order for an additional 200 copies of the Newsletter was printed.  
These are being distributed and taken. 
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• The Clerk confirmed that both Jempsons and Tiger Tees had indicated that a meeting with 
the Town Council about the Market Square was not appropriate at this time. 
 

5. Correspondence and Communications received post Agenda publication 

• Notification that a Battle Market Square Traders Association is being formed.  The poor 
condition of the area was discussed.  The Clerk was asked to identify if a Market Trader had 
been approached.  Whilst not a trader, Members felt that it would be helpful to be involved, 
if the Association felt it appropriate. 

• A suggestion that spring and autumn community litter picks would benefit the town.  This 
will be discussed at the next meeting.  

 
6. Working Groups  
a) Resilience Plan – Cllr Sharman reported that a meeting had been proposed for all thirteen 

volunteers.  As only three had agreed to attend, it had been cancelled.  Cllrs Sharman and 
Favell agreed to present to external organisations the benefits of a Resilience Plan in the 
hope of attracting more volunteers.  Cllr Stripp agreed to promote this to the business 
training group.  It was highlighted that information can be found on the Council’s website.   

b) Writing Competition – Cllr Favell reported that the closing date for the children’s 
competition had been extended due to the half-term holiday and several entries had now 
been received.  There had been no entries for the adult competition and it was agreed to 
extend the date by two months to allow for publicising in the Newsletter due at the end of 
November. 

 
7. Town Forum 
The notes from the meeting held on 28th September 2022 had been circulated, as attached.  The 
subject had been how to contribute to the parish becoming carbon neutral. It had been 
suggested that an Eco Youth Award be initiated.  A proposed scheme had been circulated and 
Members discussed this in detail.  It was agreed that three Eco Youth Awards be initiated for 
children at preschool; primary school; and secondary school.  This will be circulated in the New 
Year for presentation at the Parish Assembly on 4th March 2023.   
Members also agreed that Members of the Forum be invited to arrange a Green Market Place 
event in the Market Square car park and at Battle & Langton School on the afternoon of the 
Parish Assembly. 
 
8. Tourist Information Point 
Cllr Kiloh confirmed that an informal discussion with members of the Battle Museum of Local 
History(BMoLH) had included suggestions for formal opening of the TIP.  It was agreed that this 
should take place in January to allow for training of volunteers and staff and appropriate signage 
which is still to be agreed.  Cllr Cook and M Emeleus agreed to put together a training package. 
Members were encouraged that a greater partnership with the BMoLH is being formed and 
discussed ways of improving relationships with businesses in the Town.  Cllr Stripp agreed to 
facilitate a meeting with businesses to seek proposals.  Cllr Kiloh to advise Cllr Stripp of progress 
on the updating of the GeoTourist App.  Cllr Gyngell had almost completed the exhibition in the 
Old Hall / Buttery on the Almonry building. A Guide for the Almonry is being prepared by Cllr 
Kiloh and S Gray.  It was noted that the main expenditure would be on signage.  This was 
discussed in detail.  Researching a wall mounted white board cost with town symbol; Almonry 
and Town Hall; TIP with contact and open details on external wall to ensure contact details are 
available at all times.   The design and purchase to be agreed via email.  F&GP Standard 

https://battletowncouncil.gov.uk/community/community-resilience-plan
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banner/flag for blue ‘I’ on corner of Almonry wall.   Advice on any permissions required for this is 
awaited.  The Chamber be asked to contact with visitor coaches.  The Clerk was asked to contact 
the BMoLH to confirm insurance cover of the books now held in the Parlour.  She highlighted 
concern that the meeting rooms are used by groups outside of office hours and the books are on 
open view.  Groups are asked to keep the door locked during meetings.  It was agreed to 
monitor this and review at the next meeting.      
   
9. Additional notice board  
Costs and designs for comparison had been circulated to Members.  The Clerk confirmed that 
English Heritage have no objection in principle to the installation of a notice board on the Abbey 
Green but would need more information.  The underground services would also need to be 
considered.  Members discussed other locations including the bus shelter and the wall by the 
previous Crafty Norman / 1066.  It was agreed that a site visit be undertaken for discussion at 
the next meeting. 
 
10. Replacement flag 
It was noted that the existing Battle flag is no longer fit for purpose and a Sussex flag has been 
temporary loaned for the Almonry.  Members agreed to include £250 in the proposed 2023-24 
budget for a more robust material Battle flag.  
 
11. Annual Parish Assembly 
Members discussed this year’s Assembly and agreed that two hours was too long for the displays 
by Committees, organisations and groups prior to the start of the formal meeting.  It was agreed 
that for the 2023 meeting, on Saturday 4th March, one hour should be allowed for displays and 
that Council should provide one stand to highlight specific items only.  It was noted that the next 
Newsletter will ask for recommendations for interesting presenters. 

 
12. Finance 
a) The Budget Report to 30th September 2022 was noted, as attached.  The Clerk highlighted 

that some items are not yet due eg Sponsorship (1300) (mostly Christmas trees), Annual 
Report (4445), Christmas lights (4470).  She confirmed that: Misc income (1900) is the RDC 
Grant for the beacon; two defibrillators(4480) had been stolen in 2020 but not invoiced and 
would have been subject to insurance claims; project expenditure (4800) is for the beacon, 
offset by the income reported above, and £3,000 for the Town Clock repair/refurbishment.  

b) The first draft budget had been circulated in the format recommended by the Internal 
Auditor, showing projected sums for this current year together with suggested budget for 
2023/24.  The Clerk confirmed that historical and current figures had been examined and 
adjustments made where appropriate.  She highlighted that the current rate of inflation is 
over 10% and therefore some costs had been increased to allow for this.  Members 
discussed the budget for 2023/2024 and agreed to recommend to Finance & General 
Purposes Committee the attached budget to include: 

• £250 replacement Battle flag 

• £100 litter pick items 

• £1000 additional notice board for south end of High Street 
 
13. Christmas 2022 

• It was noted that there are sufficient Santa’s Helpers to assist Father Christmas in the 
Almonry on Late Night Shopping; Thursday 8th December.   Cllrs Favell and Sharman agreed 
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to decorate the grotto. 

• The Chamber of Commerce Christmas Committee lead on the Santa’s tours with the 
assistance of the Council’s Mule and grounds staff to chauffeur Father Christmas.  
Volunteers join the tour and collect donations for charity.  It was suggested that this should 
be promoted more and the Clerk was asked to place in the forthcoming Newsletter.  

• Members noted that Sponsorship of town’s Christmas trees had been agreed:   MRA Ltd; 
Towners Funeral Directors; Parkers Building Supplies; Battle Museum of Local History; Mr & 
Mrs Venn. 

• Cllr Gyngell confirmed that the Christmas Tree Festival entry is progressing with a topic of 
“Christmas is Singing Carols”.  She and Cllr Howell welcomed any appropriate decorations 
and Cllr Sharman agreed to provide a tree and erect it at St Mary’s Church.  
 

14. Council Awareness Campaign 
The session planned for the Rec in September was cancelled following the death of Queen 
Elizabeth II.  It was agreed to postpone this until the New Year. 

 
15. Remembrance event 11th November 2022 
Members were reminded that the High Sheriff of East Sussex, Jane King and Huw Merriman MP 
will be attending.  The Marshal, bugler, flag bearer and the four local schools will be assisting.  All 
schools will be presenting a reading or hymn.  Due to lack of availability of the schools, a full 
rehearsal has not been arranged.  The High Sheriff will be reading the Exhortation.  It was agreed 
that all Councillors will stand on the Abbey Apron facing the Abbey Green.  All to meet at 
10.30am, prior to the arrival of the High Sheriff at 10.45am.  

 
16. South & South East in Bloom judging report  
Members noted that the Town had received a Gold Award.  The judge’s notes had been 
circulated, as attached.  Cllr Favell presented comments from the previous S&SEiB Working 
Group, as attached.  Comments from Beautiful Battle had also been circulated.  All documents 
were noted and will be considered for any future entry.  
 
17. Planting for the town  
The bright colour scheme chosen by Beautiful Battle was noted.  

 
18. Mayoral Charity events 
Cllr Cook reported that a Mayoral Ball will be held on Thursday 16th February in Battle Abbey 
School.  A cost estimate for the event was discussed to include a drink on arrival followed by a 3-
course meal and dancing for up to 120 guests.  A further 50 tickets will be available for others to 
join later in the evening to Dance for Demelza; a finger buffet will be provided.  It was noted that 
this will be a social event to raise funds for Charity and not a Council run event.  Members 
agreed to support Cllr Cook’s initiative and suggested a ticket cost of £75.  
 
19. Newsletter advertising 
It was noted that no promotion of advertising space had been undertaken for some time.  
Members agreed not to pursue additional advertising at this time. 
 
20. The Detailed Action Plan 2022-2023 
a) The Media and Communications policy had been circulated and Members agreed that this 

did not require any amendments at this time.   
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b) Members noted that the New Residents Pack had been amended recently.  However, it was 
felt that additional flyers could be considered if future packs were hand delivered by 
Councillors local to the area.  This was agreed. 
 

21. Matters for information / future agenda items 
Cllr Barton highlighted that the defib unit in Marley Lane required cleaning. 
 
Cllr Burton reported attendance at the recent Rother Voluntary Action meeting on warm spaces 
and suggested that this should be taken forward as soon as possible.  Cllrs Cook and Barton will 
action this. 
 
22. Date of next meeting: 3rd January 2023 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.55. 

CLLR H SHARMAN 
Chairman 


