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A Message From the Chairman
So far, the summer has been a real mixture of warm, sunny weather and crisp,
cold breezy evenings. Typically British!
We are all slowly emerging from what feels like almost a hibernation that has
lasted over two years, and groups and events are now starting up and filling our
calendars. It has been a joy to be a part of many events over the past two
months and seeing people reconnect with one another; greeting, talking and
laughing.
I know many residents have celebrated seeing family after such a long gap and I
have been delighted to meet their friends and relatives from America, Australia,
Zimbabwe and many countries in between.
The highlight of this summer has been the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations and there is more
about this later in the Newsletter. I want to add my sincere thanks to everyone who contributed in any
way to the success of the many varied events that took place but especially the small community get
togethers, street parties and barbecues.
The recreation ground at Battle has been so busy, especially over the Battle Bonfire Boyes’ Smaller Big
Weekend. I hope that with the pathway, cycle track, new toddler swings and an opportunity to grab a
takeaway coffee at the pavilion kiosk as you chat with friends, a visit to the recreation ground will be a
real asset to your summer holidays.
In true Battle style, the Town worked hard to prepare for the Judging of
the South and South East in Bloom competition and we want to thank
the Councillors who have been working so hard on this for almost a year.
They have cajoled fellow Councillors, neighbours, shop-keepers and
businesses to tidy and de–weed the cemetery, the recreation ground,
the High Street and beyond. The annual Scarecrow Festival with Top of
the Crops, The Music Festival for Scarecrows is now underway and I was
delighted to work with Cllr Howell to submit a Scarecrow for the Council.
After the two year break, I was honoured to welcome the Battle in
Bloom Award winners to the Almonry Garden. We were also delighted to finally present the adult
Writing Competition Award for 2021 to Amanda Kerr.

Did you know that you can park your car at the Rother District Council’s Lower Market car park for just
£3 all day and that between 19.00 and 08.00 am it is free to park in all of the car parks? Battle is an
amazing community made up of unique shops and businesses which need our support. We have a
plethora of organisations, groups and charities that offer entertainment, social engagement, skill-building
and support. We know it could be better, but we do have reliable public transport between Tunbridge
Wells, Hastings and Bexhill and we need to use it or lose it. Our Town Council is working towards a
greener agenda and we have: provided joint litter and recycling bins on the Abbey Green; encouraged
residents to join the NO MOW MAY challenge; continue to encourage the growth of wildflower meadows;
and support the Eco Church. We are also improving some of the footpaths to make it more pleasant to
walk around the outskirts of our town through all weathers.
With any luck I’ll meet some of you out walking soon.
Cllr Vikki Cook, Chairman and Town Mayor
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Battle does it Better! Town celebrates the Jubilee in style
Celebration of this once in a lifetime event took place over a wonderful four-day
weekend which began on a sunny Thursday afternoon, the Queen, knitted by Battle’s
talented Yarn Bombers, attended the afternoon’s event “Jubilation in the Square”
and provided a wonderful photograph opportunity.
Mike Dawes, Battle’s unofficial Town Crier, opened proceedings with the Official
Proclamation. He was escorted to and from the bandstand by a guard of honour from
88 (Battle) Squadron RAF Air Cadets, followed by an impressive demonstration of
their drill. The Bandstand was adorned with red, white and blue and provided the central point for the
celebration that began with St Mary’s Choir and Rewired singing ‘O Taste
and See’, an anthem that was sung at the Queen’s Coronation. The eclectic
mix of entertainment included: Abbey Dance Academy, Battle Choral
Society; Battle Guides, Brownies and Rainbows; the U3A Ukele Group;
Battle Theatrical Society; Zamboogie and the Wacky Band. The afternoon
finished with a sing-along with flag waving and kazoo accompaniments from
the audience.
In the evening an estimated 500 residents assembled at Kingsmead to hear the bugler
play a fanfare for the Queen, watch the lighting of the Jubilee beacon and listen to a
specially commissioned song “A life lived with Grace” and stayed to chat with friends
and neighbours whist the Beacon burned on!
The Council would like to express its thanks to Stephen Jempson for the use of
Market Square, to Battel Bonfire Boyes for lighting the beacon, Battle Muffin Club for
their support with marshalling, Rother District Council for its permission to install the beacon at
Kingsmead and to everyone who volunteered, performed or attended which made these events so
memorable.
On Friday and Saturday there was a wonderful display of “A celebration in
flowers for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee” at St Mary’s Parish Church. Each
display representing an element of her life, love and duty from her days as
a Girl Guide, through Prince Charles Christening, her coronation, to her
membership of the W.I and including her connection throughout the
commonwealth.
Meanwhile on Friday lunchtime the traditional May Queen procession followed a Giant
Queen through the High Street arriving at the mediaeval fayre in time for maypole
dancing. Thank you to all the shops and businesses that decorated their shop fronts or
decorated with bunting and more
In addition, a photographic exhibition opened on Saturday at the Memorial Hall and
mystery plays were performed in a marquee at the Market Square.
On Sunday a combined Churches Service was held at St Mary’s Church with the Bishop of
Lewes Will Hazlewood in the presence of Sara Stonor the Vice Lord Lieutenant for East
Sussex, Huw Merriman MP and representatives from key groups and residents in the
town. After the service the Bishop (pictured with The Very Reverend Lee
Duckett) blessed the Jubilee tree planted by members of the Church on
the 70th day of the year – March 11th.
The Town Council, Beautiful Battle Committee and Battle & District Horticultural
Society had previously planted trees in the recreation ground, as part of the Queen’s
Green Canopy initiative.
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New Pavilion
Just as the work to repair, refurbish and make the Almonry accessible is nearing
completion, work to complete the other major project in the Council’s 4-year
plan is gaining momentum once again. Over two years ago, planning consent was
given to demolish the current pavilion in the Rec and build a new one with
modern, accessible changing facilities and a large community area with a
clubroom and café.
Sadly, the pandemic not only led to increased building costs, but also had a massive effect on the
Council’s applications for grant funding. Not all is lost, however, as the Football Foundation remains
keen to help. The Town Council has agreed to allocate £100,000 of the Local CIL funds towards the
project and an application for Strategic CIL funds has been made to Rother District Council. Sports
England and the Lottery have also been approached.
The take-away café provision over the summer is proving to be a very popular service with Rec users, so
the Council is looking forward to being able to offer an all-year-round indoor café when the new pavilion
is built. It will hopefully provide a wonderful community hub for families, dog walkers, sports teams and
supporters, walkers, runners, cyclists, leisure groups - the list could go on and on, so perhaps we should
write ‘EVERYONE’!

Almonry Open for Hire
Now that the entrance lift and the plumbing for the WC is complete, The Almonry is
fully accessible for the town’s residents and visitors. The ground floor is open for
hire by community organisations and businesses. One of the offices on the first
floor is taken, but two more offices are now available to rent. The Council is
planning an opening event and residents will be welcome to look round during an
open day. We look forward to welcoming you.
During the works, it was discovered that the chimney in the original Town Clerk’s
office was found to be unsupported. This will therefore need to be subject to an
additional programme of works to make the building safe. Until the works are
complete, the rear gardens will be closed to the public but the front garden
remains open for you to enjoy.

Friends of the Rec
Volunteers came together to Blitz the Rec in preparation for the South &
South East In Bloom competition. Sadly, the Sensory Garden had become
overgrown for a variety of reasons, so the band of gardeners attempted
to get it back to its former pre-pandemic glory. They made a valiant start,
but there is rather more work to do!
A Friends of the Rec group is now being formed to take on the
responsibility of caring for the planting. It is hoped that the group will
meet twice a month to weed and chat. If you would be interested,
please get in touch with the Officers by email enquiries@battletowncouncil.gov.uk, phone 01424 772210
or look out for the volunteers on the Rec.
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Parish Assembly
This year’s Parish Assembly was held at Battle & Langton Church of
England Primary School. In the hope of attracting a wider demographic this
year, a community event took place before the meeting started at 6pm.
The event included information stands with photos, facts and figures
about the Council and each of its Standing Committees. Councillors were
on hand to discuss ideas, answer questions from residents and to assist
with activities for children.
There were also stands for several local clubs and organisations to display
information. Members of East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service kindly
brought along a fire engine and offered advice to visitors.
County and District Councillor Kathryn Field addressed the meeting about Climate Change and Adrian
Gaylon, Rother District Council’s Sports Development Officer, spoke about Sport and Getting Active.
Residents were given the opportunity to raise questions or make comments and draft notes are
published on the Council’s website.
Following the success and positive feedback from this years event, in 2023 the Parish Assembly will be
held on Saturday 4th March. Residents are invited to contact the Council with suggestions of topics they
would be interested to have addressed or guest speakers.

Message from your MP
In my 7 years in Parliament, this last month has been the most
turbulent. It ended with the Prime Minister resigning. We are
currently in the midst of selecting his successor. I am very sorry about
all of the difficulties and uncertainties which this creates. I have got my
head down and carried on with the important constituency work and the chairing of the Transport Select
Committee (which I really enjoy).
With a change in Prime Minister, there is the opportunity to influence a change in policy. I wanted to
write a few lines about planning and development and the proposals I am pushing on this front.
The current system doesn’t work. It doesn’t deliver enough homes in the places where they will enhance
the community. In Rother and Wealden, there are 10,000 planning applications which have not been built
out. The developers are delivering about 1,200 homes per year in Wealden and Rother yet these
authorities have to provide 2,000 new applications each year. We end up with planning blight. I’m
pushing for no new applications to be granted until the developers have built on a proportion of the
consents they already have. To further ‘incentivise’, I would start charging Council Tax on developers 12
months from the planning application being granted (and not when the house gets completed and sold).
If this isn’t enough to get building, I’d allow councils to compulsory purchase, and build out themselves, if
the developers haven’t built 2 years from the planning consent being granted.
It really is important that we deliver new homes. We have low wages in East Sussex. House prices are
rising as more are able to take advantage of the end of a five day commute. The average house price to
wage ratio is over 1:12. There are over 1,800 families on Rother’s housing list. It’s about building in a
manner which works for those who want to get on the ladder and for those who are already on it.
With my best wishes to everyone in Battle.
Huw Merriman, MP Battle & Bexhill
5

Battletowncouncil.gov.uk

From your County Councillor
I’d like to take this opportunity to update you about the situation with guests from
Ukraine. The County has received 1,095 guests and most are settling in well and the
system for distributing payments appears to be working. Children will be found
school places using the flexible admissions policy which will place them close to
family in their new communities. Unfortunately hosting can present challenges
which were not anticipated and the County Council will try to help to resolve issues wherever possible. If
hosts are experiencing difficulties please let the County Council know and ask for help by emailing
ukraine@eastsussex.gov.uk Our guests may also be experiencing difficulties and free mental health
advice is available from the NHS, the place to start is www.sussexpartnerships.nhs.uk It is advised that
guests should apply for Universal Credit as soon as possible and those wishing to move on and rent
accommodation should use the recognised property apps.
All children in receipt of Free School Meals will be eligible for vouchers for meals during the summer
holidays. Government rules have changed so that the value of these will be less than last year. Any young
person who is entitled to a voucher, and is also attending a summer holiday scheme where lunch is
provided, will be able to use their holiday voucher in addition. There are summer activities for Ukrainian
children and these can be found on the County Council website, in Ukrainian. It is advisable to book
places.

The pilot scheme not to mow some verges has been continued for a second year to allow for further
assessment. This saves the Council money but also benefits biodiversity. Safety, however, is still
paramount and junctions will be mown if growth on the verge is restricting visibility and is therefore
dangerous.
My petition to extend the 40mph limit from Lillybank to north of Canadia has been heard and the
decision was that it is not a priority for the County Council at this time. There was a very slight ray of hope
which I shall pursue with Battle Town Council.
The long awaited and much needed safety improvements to Battle Hill are progressing slowly. On a
positive note the funding has been agreed to proceed with detailed design works, some of you will have
seen the coloured markings on the footway.
As I write this the sun is shining and the temperature is rising so stay cool, safe and hydrated!
Kathryn Field

Writing Competition 2022
The annual competition has adult and junior categories. This year’s title is
“Beginner’s Luck”.
The junior competition is open to school children in Years 1 to 13, resident or educated in the Battle
Civil Parish. The entry must be no longer than 1066 words, not including the title and may be fiction, nonfiction, poetry, prose or play.
For adults, the entry must be exactly 1066 words, not including the title.
The closing date is 31st October 2022 and winners will be notified by 30th November 2022.
A trophy, which remains the property of Battle Town Council, is presented annually to the winners.
The winning entries will be published on the Battle Town Council website and may be published in the
Council Newsletter
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From a District Councillor
In May 2019 I was elected to represent the wards of North Battle,
Netherfield and Whatlington on Rother District Council.
I serve on two Task and Finish Groups: The first was tasked with
considering the effect on Rother District Council owned car parks,
following the introduction of on-street parking charges in our District by East Sussex County Council.
Councillors listened to comments by residents, considered the effect that car park charges were having
on sporting activities and local groups, and considered the responses to an online consultation.
As a result, at the end of our term, we had agreed to use a combination of cash and card machines as
well as using a parking app and, to reduce charges, to one car park in each of our three main towns of
Battle, Bexhill and Rye designating them as long stay car parks.
I also sat in on the Strategy for helping the less well-off and disadvantaged residents in the district;
considering financial, digital, and fuel poverty. We consulted with the many charities and support
groups who offer help and advice. This strategy vision is to work together, with our local partners, to
tackle the symptoms of poverty in order to reduce its impact and enable communities to thrive. This will
be achieved through better Co-ordination of services where Every Contact Counts, maximising access
and promoting information advice and support for all.
At the end of our term it was agreed to set up a Steering group to co-ordinate homelessness and antipoverty strategies, to deliver Community Hubs in Bexhill and Virtual Community Hubs in rural Areas and
it is hoped to produce a training resource for residents and frontline staff.
Although not a member of the Climate Change Steering Group, I have sat in on their meetings and been
able to contribute to conversations and decision making. Much of the district is in an area of
outstanding natural beauty and many of our towns and villages are in conservation areas, this means
that many of the changes we would like to make are simply not possible.
We are pleased that the new development at Blackfriars in Battle will be a flagship demonstrating that
by designing houses that harvest solar energy and collect rain water, in conjunction with green spaces,
tree-lined walkways and the provision of electric vehicle charging points, a real difference can be made
towards our intention to reduce our carbon footprints.
Many officers and members of the council have achieved a certificate of accreditation in Carbon
literacy. We now hold hybrid council meetings and trainings, with many councillors opting to attend
meetings and trainings virtually to reduce costs to both the council budget (travel expenses) and the
planet (by not using a car for a single journey.) Many officers, too, are working from home for the same
reasons. Sadly public transport is not a good option for evening meetings although many councillors car
share, cycle or walk.
In 2023 there will be an opportunity for new people to come forwards to stand as councillors
representing the communities they live and work in, it is hoped that hybrid meetings will help those
who have evening caring duties or those who work away during the week and cannot attend evening
meetings in person. There is plenty of excellent training and support provided by Rother democratic
services. Each of the Council groups have an excellent support network too and I am indebted to my
fellow Lib Dem and green colleagues who constantly offer support, advice and friendship at our regular
get together, we are never alone.
Cllr Vikki Cook
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Mayoral Charities
I have chosen to support The Demelza Hospice at Home charity. Apart from
running one of the three amazing charity shops in our town, this group raise
funds to be able to offer respite to babies, children. young people and their
families. During 2022 they aim to focus on the range of services they can offer
and to try to meet the needs of more children in our communities, with
particular attention to the unrepresented groups and those who do not have
access to services at the moment.
I have also chosen to support the Ministry of Cake. This valued and valuable work was
set up at Haywards Heath hospital by the Mothers’ Union and is now active in Brighton
and the Conquest. Mothers Union members provide tea, coffee and, more
importantly, cake and a listening ear to Parents, Grandparents and Siblings in an area
close to the Special Care Baby Unit (SCBU). This means that parents can remain close
to their baby in the SCBU and enjoy a moment or two of relaxation.
In the coming year there will be many small, medium and hopefully a bumper event to raise funds for
both these charities and I hope you will feel able to support some of them, so watch this space.

Cllr Vikki Cook

Battle Memorial Hall
Firstly, congratulations to Management Committee Chairman, Mike Clarke,
on being presented with the Town Council Community Award for 2022.
The Hall has been working hard to re-establish its role in the community
following the significant restrictions imposed by Covid 19 and it is
encouraging that many of the exercise and dance classes have returned.
Individual organisations such as the Photographic, Horticultural, Choral and
Historical Societies also now feel comfortable about meeting in the building.
This message has been reinforced by the attendance at the regular cinema
evenings with films including Nomadland, West Side Story, Belfast and The Duke
drawing large audiences. The Theatrical Society’s performances of Calendar
Girls were also very well supported. During a reception held to thank those
whose grants and donations had helped fund improved cinema equipment, local
MP Huw Merriman emphasised the value of the Hall to the community as a safe
and welcoming environment.
There is still a long way to go before the Hall can make up for the lost income
caused by the pandemic, not helped by huge increases in utility costs.
Nevertheless the Hall is holding its charges but this is dependent on income from
bookings increasing.
If you would like to know more about the wide range of facilities available please contact the Hall
Manager, Lisa Keenan. Equally, if you have any ideas for change or improvements do let her know.
Telephone: 01424 772044
8
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Wild About Battle
In 2019 Battle Wildlife Meadows Group separated from Battle Town
Council in order to become more community based and to give us the
opportunity to apply for funding in our own right. We have since
changed our name to Wild About Battle and many other local towns
and villages have joined us by naming their group in the same way. We have formed a ‘Wild About
Together’ network and meet regularly to share news and ideas.
We are very aware of the importance of community engagement in our projects and understand that
many people see uncut verges as untidy and unkempt. We spend a lot of time maintaining pathways
through our rewilded spaces not only to make access easier but also to actively encourage people to
enter into the areas and see and hear the abundance of plants and flowers and the pollinators and
invertebrates that live among them.
We go into the community to help increase understanding of the
importance of increased biodiversity. Recent projects have
included the creation of a wildlife area at Battle and Langton School,
a wildflower patch at Battle Station and we were honoured to be
asked to help commence the rewilding of St Mary’s churchyard.

If you would like to join us, either as an active member or simply to
be kept informed of our activities please contact us via Facebook
@wildaboutbattle or by email amanda.kerr01@gmail.com.

Tree walk
The Tree Walk in Battle Cemetery was a resounding success with
approximately 25 visitors enjoying a tour conducted by a wonderful
guide, Doug Edworthy. More walks will be promoted on our website
battletowncouncil.gov.uk and noticeboards.
If you have never visited our cemetery, please take advantage of the
peace, tranquillity and beauty of the South & South East in Bloom
Gold Award area.

Welcome to Ukrainian visitors
Some families in Battle have kindly opened their homes to those fleeing the
conflict in Ukraine.
During the initial period of arrivals the Town Council worked with Rother
Voluntary Action to support those arriving with funds and transport passes.
We hope all those arriving in the town find a warm welcome and a safe haven
until they can return to their homes.
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1066 Cycle Club
We are a group of local people who enjoy cycling, throughout the year, around our
beautiful 1066 countryside We ride at a leisurely pace, along the majority of ‘back roads’
trying, if at all possible, to stay away from the busy main roads. There are a variety of
distances on offer, to suit all ages and abilities, and endeavour to include as many ‘coffee
shops’ as possible!
Our rides take place both during the week and at weekends. The Thursday evening rides have now
started, offering a short, max 1 hour ride, ideal for new members to come and ‘check us out’, or for those
that are returning to cycling after their winter hibernation.
New members are warmly welcomed and invited to join us at the beginning of any
ride listed on the website. 1066cycleclub.org.uk , using the drop down menu - Events,
then Ride Calendar to view the forthcoming ride details.
What type of bike do I need?
Any, is the answer. E-bikes, Mountain bikes or Road bikes: just make sure they
are road worthy and safe!

Battle Photographic Society
BPS Annual Exhibition was held at the Memorial Hall, High Street, Battle on Saturday, 04 June and
Sunday 05 June, to coincide with the Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations and the Battle Medieval Fayre. On
display were examples of members’ photographs, taken under guidance from knowledgeable leaders
in five Special Interest Groups (SIGS). Other photographs were displayed, including Projected Digital
Images. The Chairman, John Lethbridge welcomed the new Mayor of Battle, Mrs. Vikki Cook. The
Exhibition was well-attended and some new members enrolled.
Battle Camera Club (BPS since 2014) also celebrated its 60th Anniversary
with a display of photographs one of which was taken in the 1960s. BCC
was formed by Ken Clarke on 26 May 1962 with eight members,
Competitions were held for photographic prints and slides. Movie stories
involving members acting out roles in places such as Marley Lane were
made. The resulting amusing sequences were enjoyed by the public at the
Annual Photorama show in Langton Hall (as the Memorial Hall was then
usually known). Members’ slide stories were also projected onto the screen
and the shows were well-attended. A newsletter, “Harold’s Eye” kept
members informed.
BPS has around 60 members. New members, beginners and experienced photographers, are assured
of a warm welcome. During the Covid restrictions BPS has remained very active by using Zoom
technology for presentations by well-known photographers, competitions and even a virtual Christmas
party. Since the easement of the rules some print meetings are being held in the Memorial Hall.
The new season will start in September; however, members will keep in contact with some
photographic outings to places of interest during the summer. More information is on the website
www.battlephotographicsociety.co.uk
Contact: Liz Blackwell, BPS Publicity Officer
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Battle’s Big Weekend
The annual summer event by Battel Bonfire Boyes returned in June 2022, having taken a
break over the pandemic.
Renamed the "smaller" weekend, due to a scaled-back programme of activities, it was no
less fun than usual.
A full day of activities took place on Battle Recreation Ground, including traditional summer
fete stalls such as a coconut shy and hook a duck.
A fun fair kept children entertained, while the bar and BBQ ensured no one went thirsty or
hungry.
The local Fire Service provided a challenge for members of the public to see if they had what it took to be a
firefighter, while additionally providing educational services such as teaching CPR and finding out about smoke
alarms.
A new addition to the event was a tug of war competition which saw 5 teams battle it out for the trophy. The local
pub, The Bull Inn took first place and was awarded the winners trophy by the Town Mayor, Councillor Vikki Cook.
Members of the public came out in their droves to support the event. So much so that the team running the BBQ
had to do a second run for food!
The event is a much-needed fundraiser for the Bonfire Boyes, who saw nearly all their fundraising stop in 2020
and 2021.
The money raised will go towards the free bonfire celebrations on November 5th.
Battel Bonfire Boyes wish to thank Battle Town Council, all stall holders and members of the public for their
support of the event and now look forward to planning the event for next year.

Incredible Edible
At the Battle Town Forum discussions were held about how to make Battle stand out
in the South and Southeast in Bloom competition. Several people were keen to
include some incredible edible ideas and I was tasked in formulating them.
Schools were contacted but, understandably, with SATS, GCSE and exams, with so
many demands on their timetables with trying to catch up for missed time not to
mention a massive building project it was not surprising that the answer came back
“Perhaps next year”.
The Scouts were busy supporting St Mary’s Eco Church project with Bird and Bat
boxes and growing Sunflowers so I turned to the Guides and Brownies for their help.
The Brownies began planting courgettes and tomatoes in Fibre plant pots.
Whilst the guides upcycled old wooden palettes into planters honing their hammering
sawing drilling and screw-driving skills (with a little help from their leaders).
The girls insisted we filled the planters with Peat Free Compost and
we salvaged some bricks (with permission) from a neighbours skip to rest them on!
On a very wet April morning the girls planted some raspberry canes and strawberries,
potatoes and Kale as well as their Courgette plants and tomato plants in 4 wooden
troughs around the town. The success of the project is yet to be measured.
Vikki Cook
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Wild About the Churchyard
In January, St Mary's Church signed up to Arocha's Eco Church award scheme. The aim is to create a
wildlife haven in the churchyard and around the church hall to increase biodiversity; to grow fruit and
vegetables in containers; to establish a small community garden by the church hall; to be eco friendly
in everything we do and use; and to encourage the community to use our church land. A three year
plan has been produced. Being a closed churchyard means that it is maintained by the Town Council.
We work closely together and have Council agreement to our plans.
Last November, with the help of Wild About Battle, we laid carpet on 2 small areas
on the north side of the church in preparation for developing annual wildflower beds.
The carpet was taken up and the seed mix was sown which then germinated in 10
days. The lack of rain didn’t help but with frequent watering the plants are growing
well and have produced a good display. The carpeting has now been laid along our
boundary with Stiles’ car park to prepare for planting of a mixed native hedge in the
autumn.
In January a successful Council grant application enabled us to buy 300 native bluebell bulbs
and 200 snowdrop bulbs which will be planted in the autumn under the lime trees on the
Herington’s side of the churchyard. Cowslip plants were also purchased from the grant,
planted adjacent to Herrington's office and are now flowering.

A narrow border has been created around the base of the War Memorial and poppy seeds
have been sown there. Some poppy plug plants will also be planted. The borders in our
Memorial Garden have been weeded and annual garden seeds have been sown there to
make this area more attractive and welcoming.
A reduced mowing regime has been agreed with the Council: approximately half of the
churchyard will be mown regularly and the other half will be mown only once or twice a
year to allow the perennial wild flowers to grow for the benefit of wildlife. This will be
well managed with strips being mown each side of the paths and a meandering path will be
mown through the longer grass for people to walk through.
Future tasks this year include: removing the ivy growing on the lime trees, as this is where the bluebell
bulbs will be planted; flatten mole hills to form brilliant seed beds; clear overgrown hedge, brambles
and ivy from headstones on the north boundary of the churchyard.
We are very pleased that children and youth groups connected to the church want to be involved
with the project: Sunday School groups are making bee hotels and developing a neglected internal
courtyard into an attractive and productive area; Brownies have made a wood pile creating a habitat
for wildlife while the Guides are going to clear the area for the new hedge and make some bird boxes;
Cubs and Scouts have taken responsibility for the garden there and have already made and put up bird
boxes and cleared a neglected flower garden in readiness for planting cut and come again vegetables
for the Foodbank clients to use.
Monitoring of the perennial wildflowers, trees, lichens, mosses and fungi in the churchyard is
regularly undertaken. 28 different wildflowers were actually in flower during April; many much earlier
than usual due to the very warm Spring.
St Mary's is committed to achieving Eco Church status and our thanks go to Battle Town Council, Wild
About Battle & Michael Wachter from Great Dixter who have all helped in one way or another in the
commencement of this very exciting project. Do come and have a wander around the churchyard to
see what we have been doing.
Elaine Murray
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Swifts at Battle Library
Swifts have returned to Battle every May to breed for hundreds of years. To help
stop the rapid decline of this red list species, Battle Library clock tower has twelve
bespoke nesting boxes installed by Hastings and Rother Swift Conservation Group,
to which cameras will be attached in the future to view the nesting birds from within
the library.
After their long journey back from Africa, Swifts spend the summer here raising their
chicks. They are known for their high pitched calls and speedy flying. Swifts also
spend most of their lives in the sky, where they feed, mate and even sleep.
Discover more: www.e-voice.org.uk/HastingsAndRotherSwifts

Battle and District U3A
Like other U3A centres around the country Battle & District U3A is a selfhelp, self-managed learning cooperative of people who are no longer in
full time employment. We enable members to share many educational,
creative, cultural and leisure interests by delivering these activities in
special interest groups, each of which is led by a group leader. In Battle we have thirty such interest
groups ranging from physical activities like country dancing and walking to more intellectual activities
like Shakespeare and history. For details of our current groups, and for further information, see our
website https://u3asites.org.uk/battle/home We always aim for a friendly and relaxed atmosphere
where, with a chance to meet old and new friends, all are made most welcome.
In addition to the interest groups we hold monthly meetings, which all members can attend, on the first
Monday of each month, or if there is a bank holiday then the following Monday, at the Emmanuel
Centre, Harrier Road, Battle, TN33 0FL. Members are welcome from 10am for tea and coffee and a
chance to chat to other members. At 10.30 there is normally a talk, usually by a visiting speaker, followed
by questions and a discussion. The meeting closes at 12pm. To see the current programme of talks please
look at our website.
Please feel free to come along to one of our monthly meetings to find out more about us and what we
do.

Battle Museum of Local History
The Museum is now well into its season and welcoming visitors from near
and far. Have you visited it yet? If not, then why not pop in to find out
about Battle’s history – it is not just 1066, there are also displays including
dinosaurs, Romans, gunpowder, country life and the World Wars. The
special exhibition this year is ‘Books of Battle’. Currently, the Museum is
open 10.00-4.30 pm Tuesdays to Thursdays inclusive.
We are on the look-out for volunteers so if you are interested in the town’s history, enjoy meeting
people and have a few hours to spare a week, please call in during opening hours or leave your contact
details on 01424 775955 (voicemail).
13
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The Battle and District Arts Group (BDAG) was formed in 1960 as part of a local Literary and Arts Festival.
BDAG continues today in a modern format and has a membership of like-minded artists and art
lovers. We have a meeting once a month (3rd Saturdays) at The Memorial Hall on Battle High Street,
when we have a painting demonstration by a professional artist, or sometimes an illustrated talk of
interest to artists. Members, guests and walk-in visitors are welcome and the meeting
is from 2:30 - 4:30pm on each occasion.
For budding artists and experienced artists too, Workshops are available and friendly
help is always on hand. We produce an annual calendar and everyone has the
opportunity to offer a painting for inclusion. Additionally, there are hosted outside
painting opportunities during summer and indoor painting at other times. Annual
BDAG Membership is inexpensive and covers so much.

The highlight of any year is the free annual Summer Exhibition, which this year, 2022
is from 3rd-13th August, at The Memorial Hall, Battle High Street. It features art only
by members; any member can exhibit and the range of diverse styles and artistic
talent is much admired by exhibition visitors. All art is for sale and many valued pieces
are snapped-up for far less than gallery prices. But just come and view, put a visit to
the exhibition in your diary, we look forward to welcoming you.
contact:

bdag@hotmail.co.uk

www.battleartsgroup.co.uk
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Advertisements
Paid advertisements in Battle Town Council publications in
print, online or in any electronic formats, do not
constitute an endorsement by Battle Town Council.

PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY’S FUTURE
* WILLS & TRUSTS
* POWERS OF ATTORNEY
* BUSINESS PROTECTION

* LONG TERM CARE PLANNING
* INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING
* FREE CONSULTATIONS
WWW.MVLWILLSANDTRUSTS.CO.UK
MVL WILLS AND TRUSTS LTD
6 RED BARN MEWS
BATTLE
EAST SUSSEX
TN33 0AG
Tel 01424 577070
Email info@MVLWILLSANDTRUSTS.CO.UK

To advertise on this page contact the Town Council at enquiries@battletowncouncil.gov.uk
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Council Meeting Dates

Vacancy—Deputy Town Clerk

August 2022

To support the Town Clerk and
Councillors in achieving the aims and
aspirations for the Council and the
residents of Battle.

Tues 2nd
th

Tues 9

th

Tues 16

Environment
Planning and Transport
Full Council

September 2022
Tues 6th

External Relations & Town Development

Tues 13th

Planning and Transport

Tues 20th

Full Council

th

Tues 27

Finance & General Purposes

October 2022
Tues 4th
Tues 11th
Tues 18th

Environment
Planning and Transport
Full Council

This is a full-time post. The starting salary
will between £24,982 and £32,234,
depending
on
experience
and
qualifications.
For full information, please see the
Council’s website or contact the Clerk:
clerk@battletowncouncil.gov.uk / 01424
772210
The closing date for applications is 30th
September 2022.
We are committed to equality of
opportunity and welcome applications
from all sections of the community.

All Council Standing Committee meetings take place at The Almonry, High Street and commence at
7.30pm, unless otherwise stated on the Agenda. Members of the public are welcome.
Agendas and Minutes of all Battle Town Council meetings are posted on the website, together with
information about the Council and its Standing Committees at: www.battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Contact Your Councillors
Cllr Andrew Barton
CllrABarton@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Margaret Howell
CllrMHowell@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Sue Burton
CllrSBurton@Battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Margaret Kiloh
CllrMKiloh@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Vikki Cook
CllrVCook@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Allan Russell
CllrARussell@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Claire Davies
CllrCDavies@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Hazel Sharman
CllrHSharman@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Glenna Favell
CllrGFavell@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Dale Wheeler
CllrDWheeler@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Jill Gyngell
CllrJGyngell@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

VACANCIES

There are currently vacancies for Councillors. If you would like information about becoming a Town
Councillor, please contact Carol Harris, Town Clerk, at The Almonry.

Battle Town Council
The Almonry, High Street, Battle, TN33 0EA
01424 772210 enquiries@battletowncouncil.gov.uk16
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