
Note of the Lord-Lieutenant’s Reception with Mayors and Chairs – 20.06.2022 

Westfield House, County Hall, Lewes 

 

Attendees: 

Mrs Sara Stonor DL – Vice Lord-Lieutenant 

Mrs Jane King – High Sheriff of East Sussex 

Cllr Paul Boswell – Mayor of Newhaven 

Cllr Vikki Cook – Mayor of Battle 

Cllr Lizzie Deane – Mayor of Brighton 

Cllr Kathy Harmer – Chair of Rother District Council 

Cllr Paul Holbrook – Mayor of Hailsham 

Cllr Olivia Honeyman – Mayor of Seaford 

Jurat David Merrifield – Mayor of Winchelsea 

Cllr Douglas Murray – Mayor of Polegate 

Cllr David Neeves – Mayor of Crowborough 

Cllr Paul Plim – Mayor of Bexhill 

Cllr Pat Rodohan – Mayor of Eastbourne 

Cllr Adrian Ross – Chair of Lewes District Council 

Cllr Shirley-Anne Sains – Mayor of Lewes 

Cllr Lucy-Jo Symonds – Mayor of Peacehaven 

 

The Lord-Lieutenant set out that the purpose of the gathering was to have an opportunity to meet 
all the Mayors and Chairs, particularly those who were new and to set out some information about 
the role of the Lieutenancy. 

After detailing some of the history of the role of the Lord-Lieutenant, particularly the origin and 
nature of the powers of the Lord-Lieutenant over the years, the Lord-Lieutenant noted that the role 
is now largely ceremonial. The Lord-Lieutenant’s role is, as the personal representative of HM The 
Queen in the county, non-political and voluntary. The role exists to serve the county and to uphold 
the dignity of the Crown, through a number of specific duties: 

Royal Visits 

The Lieutenancy is responsible for channelling requests for Royal Visits to the different Royal 
Households, and once they are confirmed will be the main point of contact for the Households for 
the organisation of the visit. The Lord-Lieutenant is always the first person to greet a member of the 
Royal Family when they arrive in East Sussex and escorts them on their visits. 

The Lord-Lieutenant explained that Royal Visits are declining in number, however with HM The 
Queen’s Jubilee celebrations now concluding, there may be more opportunities. If Mayors and 
Chairs have ideas for Royal Visits, then do get in touch with the Lieutenancy office who can advise as 



to what else is in the pipeline, the likelihood of success and the information that would need pulling 
together in order to submit a bid for a Royal Visit. 

Honours and Investitures  

The Lord-Lieutenant is responsible for presenting honours on behalf of the Crown, when they occur 
in East Sussex and has involvement in the honours system. 

All BEM awards are made in the county and presented by the Lord-Lieutenant. During the pandemic 
honours recipients at all levels were given the option of having a local presentation of their honour, 
rather than travel to Windsor Castle and a number of presentations happened across the county, 
including in Brighton and Battle. Mayors may be asked to host a BEM investiture ceremony, and this 
is a wonderful occasion. 

The Lord-Lieutenant is not able to put people forward for an honour. This is due to the fact that the 
majority of honours nominations come back to the Lieutenancy as part of the assessment process. 
The Lieutenancy would love to see more East Sussex residents receive honours at all levels, and if 
Mayors and Chairs know of unsung heroes in their communities it would be wonderful if 
nominations could be encouraged. There is an online form to complete, and guidance available on 
the honours system at: 

https://www.gov.uk/honours 

Queen’s Awards 

The Queen has instigated two categories of Awards to honour and promote organisations in industry 
and voluntary service.  The winners receive a trophy and certificate presented by the Lord-
Lieutenant. 

The Queen’s Awards for Enterprise are for outstanding achievement by UK businesses in the 
categories of: 

• innovation 

• international trade 

• sustainable development 

• promoting opportunity through social mobility 

 
Almost all UK businesses (including non-profit) can apply, and the application process is free. All 
applications must be made online and there is further information here: 
https://www.gov.uk/queens-awards-for-enterprise 
 
The Lieutenancy is not involved in the assessment process, however, has a role in encouraging 
businesses to apply for an award as well as making the presentations. Again, the Lord-Lieutenant 
reiterated to the Mayors and Chairs that if they know of outstanding businesses in their areas, it 
would be helpful to encourage them to apply. 
 
The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service is the highest award given to local volunteer groups across 
the UK to recognise outstanding work done in their own communities. It is the MBE for volunteer-led 
groups. To be nominated, a group must: 
 

• be made up of at least 3 people 

• be led by volunteers, not paid staff 

• have been running for at least 3 years 

https://www.gov.uk/honours
https://www.gov.uk/queens-awards-for-enterprise


• provide a specific and direct benefit to their local communities 

The majority of the group must be volunteers, and more than half the volunteers must have the 
right to live in the UK. 

Nominations for a QAVS can be made between 1 April and mid-September each year and the person 
nominating the group must be independent of the group. When a group is nominated, 2 letters of 
support must also be included. Nominations can only be made on the QAVS website. 
 
In response to a question about the QAVS criteria, the Lord-Lieutenant mentioned that the assessors 
are looking for examples of exceptional volunteer-led activity, something that makes them stand out 
from other organisations that may be operating in the same field. 
 
Once the nominations are made and eligibility checked, it is the role of the Lieutenancy to undertake 
assessments of the groups and then make recommendations to a national panel of experts and the 
Department of Digital, Culture, Media and Sport. Winners are announced each year on the 2nd of 
June. This year East Sussex did extremely well and had seven winners. For more information see: 
https://www.gov.uk/queens-award-for-voluntary-service 
https://qavs.dcms.gov.uk/ 
 
Royal Garden Parties 

Every summer, The Queen hosts at least three Royal Garden Parties at Buckingham Palace. The Lord-
Lieutenant is invited to put forward a limited number of names of outstanding individuals who have 
done much to support and enhance the life of the county, perhaps those who have not quite made 
the standard for a national honour. If Mayors and Chairs have ideas for people who would be worthy 
of a Garden Party invite, then email the Lieutenancy office. 

The Magistracy 

The Lord-Lieutenant used to be the Chief Magistrate, however now this role is much diminished. The 
Lord-Lieutenant however chairs the County’s Advisory Committee on Justices of the Peace and their 
appointment (now as joint chairman for the Counties of East and West Sussex and Surrey).  

Citizenship Ceremonies 

Citizenship Ceremonies happen monthly in both Brighton and Hove and across the county. Some 
Mayors may be asked to preside over a ceremony if they fall in their areas and this will involve 
making a speech to welcome new citizens to the county. There is an opportunity after the formal 
ceremony to have tea with the new citizens which is a fantastic occasion. 

100th Birthday and Wedding Anniversary Cards 

Cards containing congratulatory messages for 100th, 105th and every year thereafter birthdays and 
Diamond (60th), 65th and Platinum (70th) (and every year thereafter) wedding anniversaries are 
arranged directly by the individuals/families through an application process via the Royal Family 
website: 

https://www.royal.uk/anniversary-messages-0 

People can then request for the Lord-Lieutenant to come to present the card which not that many 
people are aware of. 

Other events 

The Lieutenancy is here to support the county and all the great individuals, organisations and 
businesses within it. If there are events that you think the Lieutenancy would add value to, then 

https://www.gov.uk/queens-award-for-voluntary-service
https://qavs.dcms.gov.uk/
https://www.royal.uk/anniversary-messages-0


please do invite the Lord-Lieutenant. If he is unable to attend, then he will normally ask the Vice 
Lord-Lieutenant or one of the 32 Deputy Lieutenants to represent him. The Lord-Lieutenant 
reiterated that the Lieutenancy is here to help and support Mayors and Chairs and the office is 
always willing to provide advice and guidance about events and protocol. 

A question was raised in relation to uniform, and the Lord-Lieutenant responded that he would 
normally wear uniform to military events, Queen’s Awards presentations, Investitures and 
Citizenship Ceremonies. 

 

 


