Battle Town Council
Meetings of the COUNCIL MEETING held on
TUESDAY, 19th APRIL 2022 at
The Almonry, High Street Battle at 7.30pm
Present: Cllrs G Favell (Chairman), A Barton, S Burton, V Cook, C Davies, J Gyngell, M Howell, M
Kiloh, A Russell, H Sharman and D Wheeler.
In Attendance: County Cllr Field, three members of the public, C Harris (Town Clerk).
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 7.30pm to 7.45pm
B Marks, Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Implementation, Monitoring & Review SubCommittee, highlighted one of the key proposals: to include the NP in the name for understanding
and comprehension of the work of the group. He confirmed that work to provide a ‘traffic light’
monitoring aid had been completed.
On a separate matter, the report on the Village Green designation remained of interest.
A member of the public expressed an interest in item 9 and hoped that answers would be provided
to confirm the current situation with the Almonry project. He highlighted that another resident had
provided a list of questions on the theme of accountability, public confidence etc and he trusted
that a comprehensive response would be sent. He also asked if the Parish Assembly would include
a presentation of the achievement of the aims and objectives.
The Chairman reported that the Council is not making any presentations to the Parish Assembly,
however, every Committee will have a display and be available to speak with members of the public
during the Community Event.
The Clerk confirmed that she hoped to include responses to the questions raised at item 9.
---------------------------1.

Apologies for absence – None.

2.

Disclosure of interest – Cllr Burton expressed an interest in part of item 8c as a member of Cycle
East Sussex.

3.

The minutes of the Council meeting of 15th March 2022 and CONFIDENTIAL extra-ordinary
Council meeting of 28th March 2022 were agreed unanimously and duly signed by Cllr Favell.

4. Resignation of Councillor Fisher
Due to the role of Councillor being far more challenging than previously, P Fisher had decided to
step down.
5.
•
•

Town Clerk’s Report
Apologised for the delay in circulating the draft Minutes.
The temporary grounds staff member appears to be settling in well and has assisted with the
erection of the fencing and notice board at the skate park ramp and building of the picnic
benches, in addition to the usual tasks.
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The Annual Report had been circulated and published on the website. She expressed thanks
to those Councillors that delivered the document to the Netherfield area. Two Councillors
highlighted that it had not been received. The Clerk confirmed that Royal Mail allow a 10%
discrepancy. Copies will be available at the Parish Assembly.
The Parish Assembly is being finalised by the Deputy Town Clerk and Committee Chairmen are
asked to confirm any printing or assistance with displays as soon as possible. The banners are
now displayed at each of the town access roads. It was suggested that the print is not clear for
drivers and the Clerk was asked to identify any sites that the banner could be moved closer to
roadside.

6. Reports from County Councillor and District Councillors
County
Cllr Field reported that: £0.5m unspent grant funding for apprenticeships had been returned to
Government; the admissions process for Ukraine refugees is proving slow but that schools are able
to accept additional children in the area. She advised that some areas are reporting relationship
breakdowns between the host and Ukrainian families. It was confirmed that benefits are available
for those that are processed through the system.
District
Cllr Cook reported: the Cabinet meeting had discussed staff matters; the Climate Change Steering
Group will be reporting to the next Overview & Scrutiny Committee. The Constitution will also be a
discussion topic.
7. Correspondence and communications
A reminder from the Battle Cricket Club that vehicular parking for 6-8 cars at George Meadow
remains a priority. The Clerk was asked to arrange an informal Zoom consultation to discuss this.
8. Draft minutes and any recommendations from Committee meetings:
a) Draft minutes of Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting on 22nd March 2022 were
presented by Cllr Favell and noted. As the draft minutes of the additional meeting on 13th April
2022 had been circulated earlier in the day, it was agreed that, to allow Members time to read
and digest the recommended Plan for the Use of (local) Community Infrastructure Levy
funding, this should be deferred to the next meeting.
b) Draft minutes of the Environment Committee meeting on 5th April 2022 were presented by Cllr
Cook and noted. She highlighted a familiarity visit to the Cemetery and arrangements for a
demonstration of battery-operated tools. Cllr Favell reported that a Guided Walk on Trees has
been arranged for 14th May 2022.
c) Draft minutes of Planning & Transport Committee meeting on 12th April 2022 were presented
by Cllr Howell and noted. She highlighted that, despite appeals to Rother District Council, there
is a reduced consultation period on some planning applications which require consultation via
email or Zoom. She suggested that it may be necessary to increase the frequency of meetings
to accommodate this.
Members agreed to suspend Standing Orders
Cllr Field confirmed that Officers have extensive workloads but suggested a complaint might be
appropriate.
Standing Orders were reinstated.
Cllr Burton expressed an interest in the following item as a member of Cycle East Sussex.
Cllr Wheeler reported that, following cost indications for the Saxonwood Road to Battle Abbey,
Park Lane shared use pathway project, it was felt appropriate to confirm Members’ support for
this project. Members confirmed support unanimously and agreed that East Sussex County
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Council be requested to give consideration for funding through its Local Cycling & Walking
Infrastructure Plan fund and, possibly, the DfT Active Travel fund for this project.
Members were reminded that Cllr Gyngell and the Clerk had received training on the Black Cat
device. The Committee had identified six potential sites for the collection of data. If
appropriate, this would then be submitted to Sussex Police for action. Members unanimously
agreed the cost of two licences at £63 each and six brackets at approximately £22 each be
paid from the Neighbourhood Plan EMR (355).
9. Almonry project
Due to a contractual dispute, the Contractor had issued a Suspension of Works in January 2022.
There had been no further work carried out. Discussions had taken place with the Quantity Surveyor
and Architect/Project Manager to identify a solution. Legal advice had been sought, as agreed at
the additional Council meeting, and a without prejudice payment of £88,835.13 had been made to
Vulcan Ellis to facilitate the return to the Almonry by 3rd May 2022 to complete works and
outstanding snagging. The Contractor had confirmed that a full programme of works will be
provided and any overpayment would be reimbursed at completion of the contract. Progress has
been made to install the three-phase electricity supply and a date is awaited to complete this work.
The work to the chimney has not yet been progressed; with design and costs awaited.
Rother District Council and one of the previous tenants have now returned to the Almonry. Regular
hirers have started to return with the full knowledge that the disabled facilities are not yet in place.
It was highlighted that the Battle Museum of Local History plans to open in June, due to its own
delays.
A draft Almonry update for the website has been produced and will be finalised for publication
tomorrow. The Clerk was asked to provide paper copies for the Parish Assembly.
10. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee:
a) Jubilation in the Square Cllr Favell confirmed that plans are being finalised; flags and kazoos
had been located. It was noted that the marquee reported on at the last Council meeting is not
appropriate for this event but may be erected for later activities.
b) Beacon at Kingsmead The Clerk reported that the planning application and a Road Closure
Order had been submitted; the East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service had indicated, in theory, that
the lighting of the brazier could be undertaken if Battel Bonfire Boyes were unable to assist.
Cllrs Gyngell and Russell suggested that a virtual meeting be arranged to identify what other
tasks are outstanding.
11. Southeastern Railways’ Access for All - Battle Railway Station
As an application was required by 14th April, Members had agreed support via email for the proposal
for Southeastern Railway to apply for the A4A grant to provide lift and bridge access at Battle
Railway Station. It was noted that the project is likely to cost between £4.5 and £5m and, if
successful, would be built between 2024 and 2029. Members confirmed unanimous support for
the Access for All grant application. To further strengthen the application, Members agreed
unanimously to set aside £20,000 future Community Infrastructure Levy funding.
12. Rother District Council’s final draft Anti-Poverty Strategy consultation
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The Clerk was asked to arrange a doodle poll to complete the consultation and consider being a
delivery partner for any actions.
13. Village Green designation
The response from the Outside Spaces Society had been circulated to Members, as attached. It had
highlighted the appropriate uses of designated Village Greens and suggested further advice could
be provided. There does not appear to be a Covenant on the Deeds for the play area at Telham,
although a reference to the Physical Training and Recreation Act of 1937 is made. A quote from the
second legal advisor is awaited prior to formal advice being sought. It was suggested that, should
Council wish to designate Telham Playing Field as a Village Green, a consultation should be
instigated.
14. Fighting Climate Change training with NALC
The fee for members had been confirmed as £30 plus any booking fee. It was agreed that up to
three Members should attend. Subject to date and time three of the following would attend: Cllrs
Barton, Burton, Cook and Favell.
15. Rother Association of Local Councils
The minutes of the meeting on 12 January 2022 had been circulated, as attached. Cllr Gyngell
confirmed that at the meeting on 7th April 2022, East Sussex Highways reported that tenders for the
repairs to potholes had been invited. Further information on the Black Cat device had been
provided. As this is a valuable resource, Members agreed unanimously to support a proposed
increase in subscription.
16. Station Masters House
Cllr Cook reported that, with the Town Model in mind, she had attended a further meeting at the
Station Masters House. It had been indicated that, subject to full refurbishment, including removal
of a wall to ensure maximum functionality, the property could be offered to the Council at a
peppercorn rent of £150 per annum. This would include all utilities and maintenance. It was noted
that no hire charge could be made for use although donations could be invited. The Council were
invited to visit an alternative site that is currently being used in this way. Members agreed
unanimously to the proposal in principle to rent the Station Masters House for £150pa to house
the Town Model and other uses.
17. Town Model
As reported to External Relations & Town Development Committee, the Model is currently held in
storage at two local residents’ property. Urgent relocation is required. It was agreed that a plea for
an empty/space in a garage be made on the website and at the Parish Assembly for temporary
storage. If this is not successful, a self-storage facility would be investigated.
18. Battle Chamber of Commerce
The Minutes of the AGM and ordinary meeting on 21 March 2022 were noted, as attached.
19. Local Policing
a) The PCSO report for March 2022 was noted, as attached. The increase in graffiti around the
town was highlighted.
b) Members agreed to submit graffiti; anti-social behaviour (particularly in locations known to be
inhabited by elderly residents; and obstruction caused by vehicular pavement parking as the 3
policing priorities for the current quarter.
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c)

Cllrs Favell, Cook and the Clerk will accept the invitation to attend the Sussex Police Focus
Group.

20. Finance matters
a) The list of income at £14,560.13 and expenditure of £52,785.94; both net of account transfers,
for February 2022 was noted, as attached.
21. Reports from representatives of the Council and other reports
Cllr Barton
attended the meeting for Ukraine.
Cllr Burton
ESALC Councillor briefing;
Community Wellbeing: feedback Connecting People and Places, which
focussed on loneliness;
helped to deliver Annual Reports in Netherfield.
Southeastern Railways Access for All virtual meeting;
Cllr Cook
facilitated the planting of four tubs, with information signs, with members of
Girl Guides;
Battle Chamber of Commerce AGM which appointed a new President and
Marketing coordinator;
the meeting for Ukraine, which was very positive although some commented
that action wasn’t moving quickly enough.
Cllr Davies
Battle Twinning Association;
Battle Museum of Local History – it was confirmed that a June opening is
anticipated although there remains concern at the shortage of volunteers.
Cllr Howell
Strengthening Local Relationships;
ESALC Finance training;
coordinated the Council’s team for Battle Marbles competition where it
reached the final.
Cllr Kiloh
the meeting for Ukraine;
took part in the Battle Marbles competition;
Southeastern Railways Access for All virtual meeting;
Cllr Sharman Beautiful Battle Committee;
a meeting to discuss the suitability of the marquee for the Jubilation in the
Square event;
meetings to discuss the tourism film for the Almonry;
took part in the Battle Marbles competition.
Cllr Gyngell helped to deliver Annual Reports in Netherfield;
Rother Association of Local Councils;
Black Cat training;
took part in the Battle Marbles competition;
apologised for not attending the Battle Memorial Hall meeting but was advised
that hirers are increasing and the AGM will take place on 25th July 2022.
Cllr Russell
Southeastern Railways Access for All virtual meeting;
helped to deliver Annual Reports in Netherfield.
Cllr Favell
coordinated the meeting for Ukraine;
Strengthening Local Relationships;
Southeastern Railways Access for All virtual meeting;
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South & South East in Bloom Seminar where she had spoken with the judge
from the last year the Council entered the competition who, it has now been
confirmed, will be judging the town and cemetery on 7th July 2022;
a reception by the Lord Lieutenant for the East Sussex Awards. It had
highlighted some positive youth work and suggested that these could be set up
locally, subject to a suitable location being found;
took part in the Battle Marbles competition.

22. Future agenda items / matters to note
• To consider process for items considered Confidential
• To consider process document for project inclusion to CIL funding
It was highlighted that National No Mow May is being encouraged. The Clerk will promote this and
consider how this may be incorporated into the Council’s regime. It was noted that arisings must
be removed if no cuts are undertaken during May.
23. Date of next meeting: ANNUAL meeting, Tuesday, 17th May 2022
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.07pm.
Cllr G Favell
Chairman
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