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Minutes of the COUNCIL MEETING held on 
TUESDAY, 15th FEBRUARY 2022 at the  

Emmanuel Centre, Harrier Lane, Battle at 7.30pm 
 
Present: Cllrs G Favell (Chairman), A Barton, S Burton, V Cook, C Davies, J Gyngell, M Howell, M 
Kiloh, A Russell, H Sharman and D Wheeler. 
In Attendance:  District Cllr Dixon, two members of the public, C Harris (Town Clerk). 
 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 7.30pm to 7.45pm 

A member of the public had circulated comments on the proposal for Community Infrastructure 
Levy expenditure discussed at the previous meeting.  Additionally, he asked for confirmation that 
the national and local guidance on CIL expenditure allows for feasibility studies to be undertaken 
from this fund. 

---------------------------- 
1. Apologies for absence – None. 

  
2. Disclosure of interest – Cllrs Burton and Wheeler expressed an interest in item 21b as 
members of the 1066 Cycle Club Committee.  Cllrs Davies and Gyngell expressed an interest in item 
13, as members of the Battle Festival Committee. 

 
3. Minutes of the Council meeting held on 18th January 2022 were agreed and duly signed by Cllr 
Favell.   

 
4. Report from the Clerk 

• Age Concern has agreed to present a Scam Awareness presentation to the next Town Forum.  
Date agreed for 16th March. 

• Beautiful Battle and Battle Horticultural Society have ordered two trees for the Queen’s 
Green Canopy project for the recreation ground; Silver Birch and Bird Cherry and had agreed to 
purchase the same tree guard as Council.  They propose planting in a triangular pattern with 
the existing tree planted by the Chairman. 

• The precept request had been issued to Rother District Council(RDC) with full explanations.  
Unfortunately, time has not been found to complete the General Reserves forecast. 

• A majority of the tasks in relation to the motions on Climate and Ecological Emergency have 
been completed.  The letter to the MP is outstanding. 

• The District Council’s Budget and Council Tax consultation was completed and an email sent 
following concerns at the ambiguity of the questions. 

A second member of the public joined the meeting. 
 
5. Reports from County Councillor and District Councillors  
County  
Cllr Field had sent her apologies. 
 
District 
Cllr Dixon reported: off-street car parks had been reviewed with no changes to Battle facilities; a 
discretionary automatic rate relief grant for specific business types; a decision to outsource electric 
vehicle charging points to avoid risk, though this reduces control.  It was highlighted that this 
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provision is aimed at visitors to areas, not residents; agreement of Community Infrastructure Levy 
rules and regulations.  
 
6. Correspondence and communications received post agenda publication  

• An invitation to complete a consultation on the Glover Landscapes Review – to stop ‘off-
roading’ in the Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  Members felt this was not appropriate to 
Battle. 

• An invitation from the National Association of Civic Officers to join a tree planting day on 
Friday 11th March, separate from The Queen’s Green Canopy.  It was suggested that the 
Beautiful Battle and Horticultural Society’s trees could be planted on this day. 

• It was noted that a request for intervention at the traffic lights on the A2100 at Virgins Lane 
was no longer appropriate.  

• St Mary’s Church had issued a request to provide a Rowan tree for The Queen’s Green Canopy 
project and a curved memorial seat (replacement for one removed some time ago) within the 
Churchyard.  It was noted that these would be Council’s responsibility although the seat would 
be subject to a maintenance fee of £200.  Members asked that the tree be planted sensitively 
to avoid root damage or berry drop to the pathway.  

 
7. To receive draft minutes and consider any recommendations from Committee meetings:  
a) The draft minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee on 25th January 2022 were 

presented by Cllr Favell and noted.  The Clerk highlighted that there is a current dispute 
between the contractor and professionals.  Subject to satisfactory resolution, Members 
agreed unanimously to appoint Vulcan Ellis to carry out the repairs to chimney. 

b) The draft minutes of the Environment Committee on 1st February 2022 were presented by Cllr 
Cook and noted.  Following the kind donation from the Battle Muffin Club of a picnic bench for 
the skate ramp park, it was suggested that the picnic table to be purchased with previous 
Rotary Club of Battle donation should be relocated to the recreation ground close to the 
cycle skills area.  This was agreed unanimously.  It was noted that Telham playing field is 
designated a local green space in the Battle Civil Parish Neighbourhood Plan.  

c) The draft minutes of the Planning & Transport Committee on 8th February 2022 were 
presented by Cllr Howell and noted.   

d) The draft minutes of the Personnel sub Committee on 8th February 2022 were presented by 
Cllr Cook and noted.  Members agreed unanimously to offer Colin Oliver the post of cleaner, 
subject to satisfactory references and a six-month probation period. 

 
8. Report from Environment Committee 
The six-month report was noted, as attached. 
 
9. Almonry 
a) The Clerk reported that she had been involved in several meetings/discussions with the 

Contractor, Architect and Quantity Surveyor which had unfortunately not resolved a conflict 
between the Contractor and the Council’s professional advisors. The Contractor has now issued 
a “Suspension to Performance of the Works”, which is most frustrating when the project is so 
close to the end. The Quantity Surveyor and Architect continue to work on behalf of the 
Council to ensure approved payments are made.  They have requested a meeting with the 
Contractor to resolve the situation but this has not yet been agreed.  As this may be subject to 
legal process no further information may be published at this time. The Architect has been 
asked to highlight to the Contractor that delays have a negative financial impact on the Council 
and potentially the opening of the Battle Museum of Local History. 
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Members agreed that all projects should be subject to review of processes when completed. 
b) The notes from the recent Almonry Use Working Group were noted as attached.  Cllr Kiloh 

reported that, as only part of the building is currently in use, the group have concentrated on 
the Chamber although it is planned for all rooms to be available at the end of this financial 
year. It was highlighted that the Chamber is appropriate for use by Council with sufficient room 
for members of the public unless a significant increase in numbers is expected, in which case an 
alternative venue would be required. 

c) The Option to Tax has finally been received and is backdated to February 2021, the date 
requested on the application.  Income is also subjected to VAT from that date. Members 
agreed that the Council absorb the VAT element on the limited room hire for this current 
financial year, but that RDC be requested to pay the VAT element on the office rent. As hire 
rates had been agreed for the coming year and we are attempting to encourage users back to 
the Almonry, Members agreed to absorb the VAT on room hire until the review in October. It 
was noted that Office rents recommended by a local Agent include any VAT element. 

 
10. Jubilee Event Working Group  
a) Members noted that in order to apply for the RDC Jubilee grant towards the brazier, the Rec 

had been stated as an alternative site as RDC’s permission to erect it on Kingsmead had not 
been received.  It was noted that both sites need planning permission due to the brazier’s 
height and there are pros and cons for both sites.  The Clerk was asked seek the opinion of 
Battel Bonfire Boyes on how the brazier would be filled and lit and preference of site.  The 
planning pre-application advice from RDC is awaited.  It was agreed to discuss the location of 
the brazier at the next meeting. 

b) The notes from the meeting on 11th February were noted as attached.  The Clerk reported that 
a meeting will be held next week with the organiser of other events to ensure cohesive and 
varied activities are available throughout the town. 
 

11. Village Green designation 
Members had received a presentation, notes and recording of a webinar on Village Greens by a 
Town, Parish & Community Legal Adviser. It was stated that: 
It should be noted that if the land is held by a local authority for a stated purpose which gives the 
public rights, or if the land is subject to bye-laws relating to recreational use, the use of the land by 
the public is by right, and not as of right. This prevents the land becoming a Village Green. 
 
Following a discussion on the interpretation, it was agreed that written independent advice on 
designation of green spaces be sought at a cost of up to £500 from the Neighbourhood Plan Ear 
Marked Reserve (355). 
 
A member of the public left the meeting. 
 
12. Battle Museum of Local History: 
a) Members agreed unanimously to the request to retain the existing lease until the Museum 

Committee had completed the update to relevant information. 
b) Members agreed unanimously to authorise the replacement of the ventilation system to 

provide an environment that is safe for volunteers and visitors as well as for the preservation of 
the collection.  
 

District Cllr Dixon left the meeting. 
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Cllrs Davies and Gyngell repeated their interest in the following item. 
13. Additional flag poles into existing brackets 
On behalf of the Battle Marketing Committee, Battle Festival requested permission to erect 
additional flagpoles that will fit into existing brackets on which the Christmas decorations are 
supported. The poles will enable Battle Festival and other organisations to hang banners/flags from 
them. Members noted that the brackets are regularly stress tested to comply with regulations.  
Subject to any costs for additional tests being covered by the Battle Marketing Committee and 
permission to erect banners/flags being sought from Council, Members agreed unanimously that 
additional flagpoles be provided. 
 
14. Provision of cleaning service for Market Square 
This item was postponed to the next meeting.  

 
15. Bullying & Harassment Policy 
The revised Policy was agreed unanimously as attached.  Cllr Favell was thanked for her work on 
this document. 

 
16. Repair/refurbishment of Netherfield finger posts  
Members noted that a group of Netherfield residents seek the support of the Town Council to 
restore two finger posts that are owned by East Sussex County Council.  Match funding is available 
to Town Councils for the maintenance and upkeep of a maximum of two finger posts within their 
Parishes per financial year, on a first come, first served basis until the budget is used up.  The Clerk 
was asked to liaise with the residents and ESCC to pursue this project.  

 
17. Co-option to Watch Oak ward 
Following discussion, Members agreed to co-opt Paula Fisher to represent the Watch Oak ward. 
 
It was noted that the Councillor Awareness programme and the Parish Assembly will be used to 
encourage new Members to the Council. 
 
18. Annual Report  
The initial first draft had been circulated to Members.  It was highlighted that comments on the 
format and content are required within the next seven days to allow the draft to be presented to 
External Relations & Town Development prior to final approval by Full Council at its next meeting.  
Members agreed that the document should be a maximum of 20 pages to include the pull-out of 
clubs and activities available.  To mitigate costs and prevent residents outside of the Council area 
receiving the Report, Members agreed to hand deliver to the Netherfield area with Royal Mail 
delivering to Battle Wards. 
  
19. Membership to the Sussex Mayor’s Association 
Members noted that the Sussex Mayors Association was founded in 1939 and two ex-Brighton & 
Hove Mayors are trying to re-establish it following the death of the organiser.  4 luncheon events a 
year are open to current Mayors, former Mayors, Mayoresses and Consorts. Membership is £10 per 
annum, per member. Members agreed that this should be available to previous and serving Mayors 
with the latter permitted to charge membership against the Chairman’s Allowance if necessary. 
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20. Battle Memorial Hall 
The minutes of the meeting on 24 January 2022 were noted, as attached.  It was noted that an 
apology had been received for the incorrect report that the Council will be returning to the Hall for 
the Parish Assembly; it had misinterpreted a query on date availability.  Cllr Gyngell highlighted the 
wish of the Committee to work collaboratively with the Council. 
 

21. Finance matters  

a) The list of income and expenditure for December 2021 was noted, as attached.  Income 
£57,488.69, includes VAT rebate for two months, and expenditure £159,494.12, both net of 
transfers. 

 
A member of the public left the meeting. 
 
Cllrs Burton and Wheeler repeated their interest in the following item. 

b) Members unanimously agreed a grant to the 1066 Cycle Club for a ‘Dr Bike’ session at a cost 
of £365. 

 
22. Reports from representatives of the Council and other reports: 

Cllr Russell  - attendance at RDC Zoom meeting on Budget Consultation;  

Cllr Sharman - with Cllr Favell delivered #Jubilant Battle letters to traders in the High Street; 

- Beautiful Battle meeting; 

Cllr Kiloh - RDC budget consultation; 

Cllr Howell - RDC budget consultation; 

- Planning enforcement webinar – details to be circulated to Members of P&T; 

- South East Rail consultation; 

- Refurbished curtains for the Almonry.  Members expressed thanks for the 
wonderful work. 

Cllr Gyngell - Memorial Hall Committee – minutes attached to these minutes; 

Cllr Davies - RDC budget consultation. 

Cllr Cook - a Police Parish meeting at which thanks were expressed to Officers and PCSO for 
attending to a resident who was so alarmed at anti-social behaviour and 
destruction of a gate in Western Avenue that she sought refuge in a neighbour’s 
flat upstairs. This was reported online and a quick response was received; 

- a meeting of the Battle Chamber of Commerce Marketing Committee; 
- an informal chat with the footpath adviser; 
- met with St Mary’s Church representative to discuss Eco Church; 
- met with the St Mary’s event team to discuss a celebration with flowers to be 

held over the Jubilee weekend; 
- working with the Dean to plan a special service on 5th June for the Queen to 

which Chairman, Councillors and Clerk and her staff will be invited once the 
details are finalised. 

Cllr Burton - Cycling & Working Group – not as a Councillor; 
- South East Rail consultation; 

Cllr Favell as Councillor 
- With Cllrs Cook and Kiloh and the Clerk, met with Malcolm Johnston and RDC 

Cllrs Oliver and Prochak to explore ways of funding the additional Almonry 
chimney works; 
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- Delivered letters to Battle businesses about the South & South East in Bloom 
competition; 

- Police Parish meeting.  To report speeding, contact 
roads.communications@sussex.police.uk but for everything else use Crackdown.  
Note that the pnn has been removed from Police email addresses.  

as Chairman 
- ESALC Chairmen’s Forum – points of interest will be circulated to Councillors. 

 

23. Future agenda items / matters to note  

• To receive six monthly report from the Planning & Transport Committee 
 
The Clerk was sked to contact East Sussex County Council in relation to road signs at Virgins Lane 
indicating that the road will be closed from 28th February but with no completion date. 
 
An email consultation will be held in two weeks to confirm venue for the next meeting. 
  
24. Date of next meeting:  Tuesday, 15th March 2022 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm 
                             CLLR G FAVELL 

CHAIRMAN  

mailto:roads.communications@sussex.police.uk

