We and a small community of neighbours live in Netherfield, near the church. We call it the
‘Netherfield Triangle’ which bordered by Netherfield Road, Eatenden Lane and Snores Lane. There
are two wooden finger posts on Netherfield Road in desperate need of some TLC, and we would
like to ‘adopt’ them as a community project and restore them, subject to all regulations, to their
former glory.
I know this has been done in other localities, so can you offer advice on how we would get
permission to undertake the work, please?

I made some enquiries but East Sussex Highways have advised that although there is a
project to devolve responsibility for finger posts this is not currently possible.
The Town Council may be able to apply for some funding to have the posts repaired and I
have copied the Town Clerk into this reply so she is aware of your request.
Thank you for trying. I wonder why it is not possible to adopt them under the scheme at the
moment? Given the current circumstances, it is just the sort of things communities need to bind
them together right now. If you could let me know the name of your contact at highways, I might be
able to persuade them, or at the very least understand the reasoning.
The only danger with allowing highways to intervene and repair finger-posts is they may be tempted
to replace them with unsightly metal signs, out of keeping with the area. Especially as Netherfield is
in an AONB.
@Carol, it is nice to e-meet you. If we were to adopt the signs, it would be at no cost to Battle TC or
ESCC, as we would fund their restoration ourselves, making sure that regulations and guidelines
were adhered to, obviously.

Finger posts are the responsibility of parish or town councils to maintain. There is
information about match funding to help with the maintenance of finger posts on our
website on the following link.
https://www.eastsussexhighways.com/our-services/community/extras
In summary they own them but we are responsible for upkeep. I don't know if Highways
would agree to residents undertaking repairs/redecoration - is it worth asking or not?
Through the Community Highways service offered by East Sussex Highways, Parish
and Town Councils are able to apply for Match Funding in relation to the
maintenance and upkeep of the Finger Posts within their Parishes.
Parish and Town Councils can apply for a maximum of two fingerposts per financial
year with applications being dealt with on a first come first serve basis until the
budget is used up.
To be eligible to apply for funding, the Parish/Town Council must be able to offer at
least 50% funding towards the works, and there must already be a Finger Post in
existence. Applications for new finger posts will not be accepted.

It is important to note that the Finger Posts remain an asset of East Sussex
Highways, and therefore must not be moved or altered in anyway without the explicit
permission of East Sussex Highways. Any change which is found could lead to the
complete removal of the post, along with liability of any injury or accident involving
the post being passed on to the Parish/ Town Council that authorised the change.
East Sussex Highways may inspect the fingerposts at intervals to ensure that there
has been no unauthorised changes made to either the post itself or it’s position.

