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RDC, in principle, have accepted the examiner’s
recommendations and are progressing their arrangements
for the Neighbourhood Plan Referendum where the
community will be able to vote on the Plan - this will decide
the outcome of 5+ years work by local volunteers.
With this in mind, the likely date for the Referendum is now
early September.
This is your chance to have your say, so whatever you do,
make sure you vote and let your voice be heard.
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A Message From the Chairman
When I looked at the weather forecast, ‘cool and mostly unsettled’
seemed to be the trend through May and into June. Hopefully
warmer weather will have arrived by the time this newsletter is
published. It will be delightful to see visitors to our town relaxing
in the sunshine enjoying the colourful flower displays and
exploring our wonderful independent shops and interesting
heritage. I hope that our remarkable Museum receives many
visitors this year.
Traditional scarecrows will appear in Battle at the end of June to
remind us that Battle Festival is on its way. As Battle’s traditional Cllr. Glenna Favell, Chairman
marbles competition couldn’t take place on Good Friday, it is hoped
that there will be Mini Marbles Madness on August Bank Holiday Monday instead. It will be a great
opportunity for us all to have a go.
The planting to increase the biodiversity on the Rec is near completion and more seating and some
picnic tables will be installed. In recognition of the late Duke of Edinburgh’s tireless work to
advance an understanding of the importance of the environment and nature conservation to the
survival of our planet, the work that Battle Town Council is undertaking to increase biodiversity
within the parish will be dedicated to His Royal Highness’ memory. The Queen’s Green Canopy, an
initiative to celebrate The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee next year, will provide an opportunity to plant
trees as a legacy to Her Majesty’s Service to the Nation.
You may have noticed that The Almonry is undergoing works. The building is being repaired and
refurbished to provide facilities that are accessible to all. It will be such a relief to know that the
building is safe and sound. We can then make The Almonry a welcoming space for all, where
residents and visitors can find out about Council services and tourist information, and also obtain
help and advice from specialist providers.
It is hoped that a Referendum on the adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan will take place early in
the Autumn. Every resident in the parish who is on the electoral register will be able to vote. If the
Plan is made it will have a significant impact on the preservation of our historic buildings,
countryside, green spaces and housing development. We will be able to choose where we want
new dwellings, influence what they should look like and also what infrastructure should be provided.
We will have a greater say over how the income from housing development will be spent, too.
Wishing you all a very enjoyable summer,

Glenna

2

Battletowncouncil.gov.uk

A Neighbourhood Plan Designed for Our Community
Another milestone in the development of the Neighbourhood Plan
has been reached.
On 22nd March, the Independent Examiner appointed by Rother
District Council (RDC) started the process of reviewing all the
documents submitted to RDC, under Regulation 16. As per his brief, he paid an unaccompanied
visit to the whole parish.
On 28th May, he submitted his report to RDC, with copies to Battle Town Council and the Battle Civil
Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.
Overall, the Examiner was impressed with the Plan, which, when amended, is fit to go to
Referendum. He congratulated the Town Council on producing a locally distinctive Neighbourhood
Plan, which will be a strong policy basis for determining planning applications over the next few
years. The Neighbourhood Plan itself cannot grant planning permission – this remains with RDC, but
a “made“ plan has a legal force.
The policies protect the area’s landscape and its special heritage, and reinforces the role of Battle
town centre, whilst meeting the RDC Core Strategy’s housing requirements for the parish.
Although three of the four proposed Green Gaps will not be included, excellent protection is still
covered by the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Additionally, three other policies
were removed but this does not materially affect the Plan.
He congratulated the volunteers for their work on behalf of the community and made the point
that this work does the Town Council and the volunteers great credit.

The next step is for RDC to accept the report and issue a Decision Statement.
This will be after both RDC and our Consultant have integrated the Examiner’s
findings into the final Neighbourhood Plan. All of this has to be completed within
a five week span. There is then an additional wait while a date for the
Referendum is decided. This is likely to be early September. This will be
organised by RDC, and we hope that YOU WILL ALL VOTE!
Councillor Margaret Howell
View the Neighbourhood Plan:

www.battleneighbourhoodplan.co.uk
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Blackfriars Development shortlisted for Inside Housing Development Award
Rother District Council’s development at Blackfriars, which will include
200 highly sustainable, low carbon homes, has been announced as a
finalist in the Inside Housing Development Awards for
best rural or suburban development. Blackfriars is one
of six developments shortlisted for the award, and will
find out if it is successful later this year.
The scheme received Planning Permission in April 2021.
Enabling work, particularly related to ecological
mitigation, to take place. Recently, work took place in
the middle of the site, and was predominantly the
Images from BD Design
clearance of juvenile turkey oaks and the removal of
blackthorn and bramble scrub. This work was informed by detailed
ecological surveys submitted during the Planning Process and complied with method statements
agreed with the County Ecologist.
The operatives carrying out the work have been appointed by Rother District Council’s Ecological
consultants and are from a company who regularly work for Natural England and the RSPB. They
have decades of experience of conservation projects. An ecologist was onsite to supervise this work.
An Ecologist carries out nesting bird checks every morning. Where nests are found, the trees are left,
and the ecologists work around these areas. No nests were found during the duration of this work.
It is likely that nesting season was late this year given the unseasonably cold weather.
Over the coming months, ecological work will slow down, although there will be some work related
to the reptile mitigation strategy ongoing. This involves the translocation of reptiles to suitable
habitat on site and nearby. Woodland management and habitat improvement to woodland on site
and adjacent to Blackfriars to improve habitat is due to take place in the autumn.
Some ground investigation work is necessary on site, and this
is due to take place over the summer months. A
contractor with a machine will be on site to dig boreholes at
specific locations across the site, and the specific areas being
worked upon will be fenced off while the work takes place.
Further information will follow when a start date for this
work has been set.

For regular updates, including information about the ground investigation work
signup to MyAlerts at www.rother.gov.uk/my-alerts/ a weekly email containing
information specific to your surrounding area.
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We’re Backing Battle
Covid restrictions have hit Battle’s businesses hard, but with the restrictions now lifting it is
fantastic to see our High Street buzzing again.

The Town Council is eager to support the High Street through the
‘’We’re Backing Battle’’ campaign and would like to encourage all our
residents to shop locally when they can. This isn’t only good for the
High Street, but good for the community as a whole!
Over the last year, a small number of businesses were able to
stay open throughout the restrictions, for which we are all
extremely grateful. However, much of our High Street has
been unable to operate fully for over a year, so while it is truly
wonderful to see our small retailers, cafés, pubs and
restaurants filled with customers again, it is really important
that we continue to support them as the world comes back to
life.
We’re sure you will have noticed that the town has undertaken somewhat of a transformation over
the last year with a number of new businesses opening and somewhat of a ‘’foodie hub’’ at the top
of the High Street. In addition, many of the shop owners we have spoken to have noticed that our
residents’ approach to shopping has also changed, with more people keen to shop locally to avoid
the larger stores and, in the process, realising all the wonderful benefits of shopping in their own
community.
This is really positive for our High Street, and hopefully the
start of a growing trend amongst residents. The High Street
is a really important part of Battle, a place where we all come
together to socialise and part of what defines the unique
character of our special town.
There are many benefits to shopping on the High Street and
while it’s not practical for everyone and everything, where
possible our town’s businesses really do appreciate your
support.
Remember that Netherfield is in the Battle Parish, so you
can back the “We’re backing Battle” campaign by supporting
the café, Post Office and shop there too.
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Battle Rec is coming to life!
The town Rec has a been a huge focus for the Town Council over the last year, with many changes
and improvements taking place across the grounds.
Both the Health Pathway and the new Cycle Skills Area have proven to be hugely popular additions
and have become an attraction for residents and visitors to the town.
The sensory gardens are another new feature and, with the
warmer weather finally upon us they are now starting to
blossom and come to life. The plants and flowers within the
sensory gardens have been purposely selected to stimulate the
senses and give residents a place to enjoy mother nature. This
will also help increase biodiversity and provide a wildlife corridor
within the town recreation ground.
Thanks to the hard work and dedication of Tony Perkins and
Battle for Tennis, the tennis fans amongst you may have noticed the new Tennis Practice Fence at
the Tennis Courts. The practice fence was officially opened by Adrian Gaylon, Rother Sports
Development Officer on the 4th June, in the presence of a number of guests who had all supported
the initiative and helped make it possible.
The practice fence provides a practice and warm up aid for players of all ages and abilities and we
hope it will encourage residents young and old, amateurs and experienced players alike, to discover
the benefits and pleasure to be gained from tennis.

Photographs taken by Peter T Greene

New Tennis Court booking system
You can now book a Tennis Court in advance with our new booking system.
To book visit www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/BattleRecreationGround
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Residents may also have noticed the new gym equipment which has been installed at the top of the
Rec. This particular design of gym equipment was chosen for its versatility and durability. It offers
various different workout options suitable for individuals or group training sessions. It is hoped its
appeal will be far reaching.

In addition to the gym equipment, we are replacing the toddler swings. The new swings will be
situated next to the Castle which will bring all the age-appropriate equipment into the same area.
The double swing will include a mirage seat for disabled children. This type of seat offers full body
support and is a fully inclusive swing and
supports Battle Town Council in their
We had big plans for a Grand Opening
ambition to make the Rec accessible to
of the Health Pathway. But, with Covid
all.

restrictions in place, it wasn’t to be.

The new facilities and equipment are all
part of the Council’s campaign to
promote healthy activities and provide
an enjoyable outdoor space for residents.
The Town Council are delighted with the
public response to the changes that have
been made.

So instead we had a virtual opening.
Which we’d love you to see:

https://youtu.be/2B2IL6y5DSo

All the great changes at the rec. have been made possible with the generous support from:
Battle Floral & Horticultural Society, Battle for Tennis, British Cycling, Rother District Councils
Community Grant Scheme, Rother Environmental Group, Sport England, Sussex Police and Sussex Lund.
Battle Floral &
Horticultural Society
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Bringing the Almonry back to its former glory
After years of planning, the renovations at the Almonry are finally taking shape. From the outside
you’ll likely have noticed the scaffolding surrounding the building to allow for the roof and wall
repairs. Internally the renovations are transporting the building back to its former glory whilst, at
the same time, updating the facilities available to the community and making the building more
accessible to all.
The Almonry building has been in much need of repairs
for some time and this will ensure that the beautiful
historic building remains an asset to the town for many
years to come. The project will bring the building up to
current Health & Safety standards and make sure the
building is both safe and accessible for staff, residents
and visitors.

Scaffolding around the Almonry

We acknowledge that the closure of the footpath outside the Almonry is causing an inconvenience
for pedestrians and assure you that the contractors are working hard on the external repairs to
finish them as soon as possible, which will enable them to reopen the footpath.
The building work will be complete in September and the Town Council and Rother District Council
team will be back to welcoming visitors to the office. Once the work has been completed, it will
open up new opportunities for the Council and provide attractive office and event spaces for hire.
In addition to being the Town and Rother District Council offices, the Almonry will double up as a
new Tourist Information Point for the town. This is an area which the Council is keen to develop
and will assist in supporting tourism businesses within the area and become a focal point for
visitors to Battle.
The office space on the first floor of the Almonry will also undergo essential renovations, allowing
the Town Council to let the offices to local businesses and individuals looking for a quiet place to
work in a central location.
When the renovations are complete Council will consider if the Main Hall and garden will also be
available to hire as a wedding venue and events space.
The cost of the renovations will be covered by a grant of £7000 from Rother District Council’s
Community Grant Fund, Council Ear Marked Reserves and a Public Works Loan Board loan of up to
£600,000. Only funds required will be drawn down from this loan. The current loan drawdown of
£500,000 will be paid back annually at a rate of £17,052.26 per annum for a period of 50 years.
We look forward to holding an official opening ceremony once the work has been completed, and
will be delighted to welcome residents and visitors to view the restoration work to this beautiful
Grade II* listed building.
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Message from your MP
This month saw a further return to normality as local tourism destinations re-opened along with
our much loved pubs, cafes and restaurants. This week is English Tourism week (22 -31 May) so
when I have not been in Parliament, I have been getting back out into the constituency to promote
all that our beautiful area has to offer. Friday 21st May found me on Battle High Street and
visiting Battle Abbey.
Natasha Williams, Manager of Battle Abbey told me that
staff and volunteers (including some new volunteers!)
were incredibly pleased to finally re-open their indoor
facilities and cafe. They are expecting a bumper summer
of staycation tourists but do miss their international
visitors who also spend a lot of money in the town.
Hopefully, it will not be too long before they can return to
experience the 1066 story which is so well brought to life
by a visit to the Abbey.
Stepping out onto the High Street on that blustery morning, I was really pleased to see it alive and
vibrant with people going in and out of the shops and cafes. We have all missed the social
interaction of meeting up and shopping on our local high streets. This past year has been such an
incredibly tough time for our local businesses but they have been resilient, creative and innovative
in maintaining their services to local residents throughout the lockdowns. Although some businesses
have sadly closed their doors, our local entrepreneurs have not stood still. Battle High Street has
some really attractive new businesses which makes it a great destination for locals and visitors
alike.
All the high street businesses have worked really hard to ensure that their customers can shop safely
and enjoy the food, drink or services they have to offer. I’m sure that we all share the delight of
finding such a wide range of locally-sourced products available to buy or consume on our High Street
- from fresh meat, fish, fruit, vegetables to bread, beers, wines and other products. Not only have
many of these products been produced or made in East Sussex some are made right in our town or
nearby villages. It really shows that our traders and their customers have a strong commitment to
supporting local businesses, sustainability and reducing our carbon footprint.
During that morning, a number of people stopped me to say how much they loved their local high
street. One couple told me that they had absolutely no need to visit the supermarket as they can
buy everything they need on Battle High Street. They were not wrong, by the end of my visit I had
bought all I needed for a delicious fresh fish supper along with some local wine and beer. A great
way to start the weekend!

Huw Merriman, MP Battle & Bexhill
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Raising Funds for the Royal Marines on the Battle Health Pathway
Andy Coulter, an ex Royal Marine is running this year’s London Marathon
to raise funds for the Royal Marine Charity. While the marathon is in
London, his training ground has been our very own Battle Health Pathway
and you’ll regularly see him running circuits around the Rec.
Andy had a varied career in the Royal Marines, starting as a Marine Cadet
before becoming a Junior Marine at the age of 16. He served in 40 and 42
Commando and qualified as an Armourer before being awarded a Corp
Commission in 1981.
This year his Officer Training Batch YO81 are having their 40th reunion, but
life and service has taken its toll on many of Andy’s old comrades who
sadly won’t be there. Andy has run and cycled in many events raising
money for various local charities, but realised he had never raised money
for the organisation that he felt had literally taught him everything.
So, this year Andy is running The London Marathon for The Royal Marines Charity and hopes to
raise as much money as he can for this much needed charity who help Marines and their families to
overcome their challenges, including life changing injury, life limiting illness, mental disability,
transition to civilian life, and even poverty. If you would like to support Andy, you can donate to
his just giving page: https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/AndyCoulter

100 Laps for the Captain Tom 100 Challenge
Our new Cycle Skills Area has also inspired some fund raising from 9
years old Max Keenan who has taken on the Captain Tom 100
challenge. Max, who is in year 4 at Battle & Langton C of E School and
loves his BMX bike, has completed 100 laps of the new pump track
and raised £315 for the Stroke Association.
This was a real challenge for Max but, even with a few minor falls and
his chain falling off along the way, he completed his 100 laps over the
course of two weeks by heading straight from school to the pump
track every day.
Well done Max, your dedication has paid off. If you’d like to support
Max you can donate at: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/maxscaptain-tom-100-challenge809
If you are using Battle Health Pathway to help you raise funds for a chosen charity then we’d love
to hear from you at enquiries@BattleTownCouncil.gov.uk
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Your Community Updates
Battle Photographic Society
Battle Photographic Society has had a busy year, with regular competitions and lectures conducted
by zoom. That has allowed us to recruit speakers from
distant parts of the country and also a photographer speaking
from Namibia. Our keynote speaker was Anthony Penrose who
spoke to us via zoom on the subject: “The Indestructible Lee
Miller”. We organised a three-way competition via zoom with
Hailsham and Rye photographic clubs.
This year the club also developed four special interest groups
(SIGs) which has allowed photographers with different interests
to hold their own separate meetings.
The Street Photography group has worked at documenting life during the Pandemic in Battle and
the surrounding area and will be making a photobook with the images, a copy of which will be
presented to Battle Library in due course. The club was one of 14 clubs that entered 12 images into
the Sussex Federation of photographic clubs’ competition - with the theme “Life in England during
the Pandemic”, and was pleased to be the winning club.
The Flower group has also had a busy year, including organising an outside teacher to help learn
extra skills in the presentation of Flower images. The Project Group has been developing skills in
presenting groups of pictures such as by designing and editing books and panels of images.
The Landscape Group has organised a few early morning photoshoots, with the objective of
producing a photobook of locations within one hour of Battle.
BPS continues to provide photographers for special events
and projects in Battle at the request of Battle Town Council
and other local organisations.
The next season starts on September 6th either in the Battle
Memorial Hall or by zoom, depending on the Covid
situation. Beginners and experienced photographers are
welcome to join BPS. Details can be found on the website.

Find out more: www.battlephotographicsociety.co.uk
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Your Community Updates
Battle Memorial Hall
Open, shut, open, shut. Just like everybody else the
Memorial Hall has had to operate between lockdowns
over the last 15 months but, at last, was able to open its
doors again on 12th April, albeit for a limited range of
activities including those which were education related,
and retail such as the WI Market.
When restrictions were further eased on 17th May the
opportunities to fulfil the Hall’s purpose as the
community hub were quickly taken up as regular hirers
began to return, particularly activities such as exercise and dance classes although some limits on
capacity had to remain.
Reassured by the arrangements made to ensure that the building meets all the Covid 19 compliant
requirements, more groups and organisations are making enquiries so it is hoped that bookings will
return to their pre-pandemic level if all restrictions are lifted on 21 st June.
One activity that will return is the regular cinema evening. Prior to the pandemic, fund raising had
already begun to meet the cost of replacing the ageing cinema equipment and plans for the project
are now moving forward. Audiences will soon be able to enjoy the benefits of the new equipment,
which includes a projector giving much better picture quality and a larger screen.
The Hall has also launched a new website battlememorialhall.co.uk, with full details about the
facilities available, costs and booking arrangements. The site also includes a brief history of the
whole building (Langton House) as well as the origins of the Hall itself established in 1960 thanks to
the help of the Battle Rotary Club.
Sadly, membership of the Club diminished in recent years and it
has now closed. However, the Hall is pleased to be able to
recognise this association through a permanent display
recording details of this partnership together with some items
of Club memorabilia. Fittingly, it is situated at the entrance to
the Shephard room, named after the Rotarian who was
instrumental in the original initiative.

Find out more: www.battlememorialhallco.uk
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Your Community Updates
History in Battle
The town’s two historical organisations - the Battle &
District Historical Society and the Battle Museum –
are keeping going during the Covid crisis .
In addition to its monthly talks which continue on
Zoom, the Society has recently published “BC to
1066”, by Keith Foord, a review of the history of this
area before the town existed. Keith explores the area
before the Battle of Hastings: the rich Bronze Age
history, the Roman occupation, and the establishment of minster churches. Ever open to the sea
and maritime raiders, settlements slowly grew and the people became skilled sailors, in demand by
Earls and Kings. The Battle of Hastings did not occur here by accident and the plots and succession
intrigues up until the death of Edward the Confessor, which led to the battle, are re-reviewed with
new insights. At £14 this is selling quickly in Rother Books.
The Society has a full programme of talks (listed on the website) from September 2021 to July 2022,
with the usual wide range. These will be delivered in person or by Zoom, depending on decisions
about events by Government.
Battle Museum (pictured) has reopened from 1 June , 12-3 Mondays to Thursdays. Covid precautions applied from the opening and may be modified
during the summer dependent on what the
Government decides about the ending of lockdown.
There will be lots of new items to see in the cases,
recirculated by the Curators from stored stock during
lockdown. Old favourites like 1066 including the
famous axe head, the Romans and the Post Office
are still there. Opening has been due to the kind help
of Battle Town Council and the Almonry renovation
contractors. Please check the Museum website
before visiting – you will be very welcome.

Find out more: www.battlemuseum.com
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Battle and District Arts Group (BDAG) are welcoming new members. For only £20 you will
have monthly talks and demonstrations, summer outdoor painting, autumn/winter indoor
painting (when allowed) and to exhibit in our
summer exhibition. (This year is a virtual version). Contact lavinia@rosemont.myzen.co.uk
for membership information.

Are you interested in Art Deco? Do you like
walking? Would you like the opportunity to
meet new people to share interests?
We have a range of activities planned for the
summer that might interest you. These include:
Our speaker programme on zoom and later this
year face to face at The Emmanuel Centre,
Battle. Topics will include the above and
‘Loneliness’, ‘Alfred Russel Wallace, the man
who lived in Darwin’s shadow’, and a talk from
the former Queen’s Bodyguard of twenty years.
Coffee morning for new members on 1 July at
the Emmanuel Centre
Three walking groups for ‘short’, ‘medium’ and
‘long’ walks around the district
A range of other activities and interest groups
including Petanque, Current Affairs, Music for
Pleasure, Pickleball, Ukulele and Short Tennis.
Social and community events such as quizzes
and ‘murder mystery’ afternoons as well as
community volunteering.
Please do get in touch if you would like to know
more about our U3A and any of the above
events.

www.u3asites.org.uk/battle/home
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Upcoming Council Meetings
July
Tues 6th

External Relations and Town
Development

Tues 13th

Planning and Transport

Tues 20th

Full Council

Tues 27th

Finance and General Purposes

August
Tues 3rd

Environment

Tues 10th

Planning and Transport

Tues 17th

Full Council

Due to the renovations taking place at The
Almonry, Council meetings are currently
being held at the Emmanuel Centre, Harrier
Lane, Battle.
Members of the public are welcome.
However, we do ask that anyone attending
follows social distancing rules and adhere to
our safety guidelines. Hand sanitiser will be
available on arrival and we ask that you
please wear a face covering (unless exempt)
and sign into the meeting so we are able to
know who attended.
Minutes of all Battle Town Council meetings
are posted on the website, together with
information about the Council and its
Standing Committees.

September
Tues 7th

External Relations and Town
Development

Tues 14th

Planning & Transport

Tues 21st

Full Council

Tues 28th

Finance & General Purposes
Emmanuel Centre, Harrier Lane, Battle

Contact Your Councillors
Cllr Andrew Brown

Cllr Margaret Howell

CllrABrown@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

CllrMHowell@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Vikki Cook

Cllr Margaret Kiloh

CllrVCook@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

CllrMKiloh@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Claire Davies

Cllr Allen Russell

CllrCDavies@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

CllrARussell@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Glenna Favell

Cllr Hazel Sharman

CllrGFavell@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

CllrHSharman@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Jill Gyngell

Cllr Dale Wheeler

CllrJGyngell@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

CllrDWheeler@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Chris Hartley

Cllr Caroline Would

CllrCHartley@battletowncouncil.gov.uk

CllrCWould@battletowncouncil.gov.uk
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Advertisements
Paid advertisements in Battle Town Council publications in print, online or in any electronic formats, do not constitute an endorsement by Battle
Town Council. Any information supplied in advertisements is based solely on material received
from advertisers.

APPLY FOR A COMMUNITY
GRANT THROUGH
BATTLE TOWN COUNCIL
Battle Town Council sets aside a sum of
money each year to be awarded in grants to
organisations for projects that will be of
benefit to the residents of our Parish.
The next round of applications will be considered at the July Finance & General Purposes
Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 27th
July.
If you have a project that would benefit from
a community grant and meets the community grant application criteria we’d love to hear
from you.

IS YOUR HOME YOUR CASTLE?
Have you got plans? Thinking of extending?
Dispute worries an issue? Boundary problems?
We are here to help and are at your disposal!

To find out more visit
www.BattleTownCouncil.gov.uk
or email
enquiries@BattleTownCouncil.gov.uk

For careful advice with years of experience

Battle Town Council
The Almonry, High Street, Battle, TN33 0EA
01424 772210 enquiries@battletowncouncil.gov.uk16
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